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ADVERTISEMENT. 


* 


TT, teſtimony, adduced in the following 


diſcourſe, was taken principally from 


- Dr. Lardner's Credibility of the Gofpel Hiſto- 


ry. Several other valuable articles cf teſtimo- 
ny, colleflgh with an intention to inſet them, 


were omitted, on account of the length of the 


diſcourſe ; as were EN ones additional my” 
= ments. 


A 2 more = 11 0 what is now pub- 


I iſhed was delivered from the deſk. © If the 
writer 15 not deceived, the remainder will be 85 

ound to be pertinent to the principal deſign. 
He believes the teſtimony to be juſtly repref: nt- . 
ed; but, if in the hurry and anxiety, occaſion- 


ed by a long continued . ſickneſs of his family: 


and of His pariſhioners, any m1 ſtakes have been 
5 committe d, he e preſumes they will be FRO 
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A 
DISCOURSE 


o THE 
GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY | 


OF THE. 


N E W TESTAMENT. 


Joux xxl. 24. 


This is the Diſcible, who tefliferb theſe things, and zvrole theſe : 
LI _ Thing 3 end que HOW, that bis ny ts true. 


85 Tus paſſage aſſerts the book, in which 
it is found to have been truly written 
by St. John. Should the aſſertion be fair- 
1 proved by the higheſt evidence, applica- 
ble to ſubjetts of this nature, the Genuine- 
neſs and Authenticity of the whole New- 
Teſtament would, probably, be, by moſt 
perſons, acknowledged to be alſo proved. 
As the goſpel of St. John contains Narra- 
tions, and Dorines, as ſurpriſing and im- 
- probable czas any which are contained in the 
other books of the New-Teſtament; as 
the admiſſion of theſe will be generally al- 


lowed to be an admiſſion of thoſe alſo, and 


j 


6 orxeixkxkss AND AUTHENTICITY. 


will involve difficultics, 1 in the eye of hu- 


man faith, of the ſame nature, and the ſame 
magnitude; and as the ſame evidence will 
ſupport both alike , few perſons, who are 
wholly perſuaded, that the goſpel, attribu- 
ted to St. John, was written, and truly writ- 
ten, by him, will kefttate to receive the 


whole New-Teſtament as an authentic ac- 
count of the life, death, and reſurrection, 
the inſtructions, inflitations, and | wm gas 


of Jxsus Cunksr. 


Suourlp hots cations be alowet 
to be Juit, it will follow, as the unavoida- 


le conſequence, that, if the Goſpel in 


_ queſtion can be proved to be a genuine and 


faithful record of St. John, the New-Teſta- 
ment isthe Word, and Chriſtianity che Re- 
ligion, of the 80% of Gop. For the au- 


thor of the New-Teſtament have declared 
_ themſelves to be inſpired by the Spirit of 


God, with the unerring knowledge of his ho- 
ly pleafure, in all things pertaining. to life 
and godlineſs. I 


To the ſcheme of #7 UK hinted above, 
the text moſt naturally leads. It may how - 
ever be advantageous to extend my obſerva- 


tions beyond theſe limits, and to examine 
the authenticity of the whole volume of the 


New-Teſtament. All che books in this vo- 


lume ſtand on the ſame ground, and are ſüp- 
ported by the ſame arguments. The text 
may, therefore, be fairly viewed as a Proper 
theme of a dilcourſe, deſigned to authenti— 
ate the whole. This purpoſe l 1 88 at- 
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or THE NEW TESTAMENT. | Z 


temp: to accompliſh, in the following man- 


1. I SHALL endeavor to ſhew, that the 


ſeveral books in the New- Teſtament, par- 
ticularly the Hiſtorical books, were written 
f Ts: the perſons, whoſe names they bear. 


TaAr the writers were neither de- 


ecived, nor deccivers. 


3 Tuar their writings have dete ed, 5 


without any materia alterations, to the pre- 
; ſent time. 


The firſt of theſe oropifhtions includes 


as firſt deelaration of the text, extended to 


the feveral writers of the New T eſtament. 


The other two propoſitions, if true, will 
evince, that the preſent ſtate of the teſtimo- 
ny, aſcribed in the text to St. John, perfect- 


ly accords With its Original late ; and thus 


enlarges the laſt declaration of the text into 


a ſolid ground of faith, for mankind, at the 
preſent : Uüme. 


Is ſupport of the firſt of theſe prop oh. 


tions- That the ſeveral books of the 
New Teſtament, particularly the Hittorical 


books, were written by the perſons, whoſe 
names tl. y bear ; it may be obſerved in the 


firſt place That the ſtate of the Jews, and 
of the Romans, 2 as alſo of other nations, ſo 
far as it is either directly declared, or allu- 


ded to, in theſe books, 1 1s abundantly atteſt 
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8 GEXUINENDSS AND AUTAENTICITY 


ed by other writers of undoubted authority, ; 
and 1 Is, therefore, truly repreſented. 


PARTICULARLY there were, at CS times 5 
ſpecified, ſuch perſons in Judea, as Herod 
the great, his four ſons, Herodias, Pontius 
Pilate, Cyrenius or Quirinus, Felix, Por- 


tius Feſtus, Annas, Calaphas, Lyſias, John _ 


the Baptiſt, and Druſilla; who had the cha- 


ratters, and ſituations in life, teſtified wy £ the 5 
| Evangeliſts. 


sven writers have alſo atteſted, vo at 


the times, and in the places mentioned, 
there were ſuch perſons, as Auguſtus, Tibe- 
rius, Claudius, Nero, Gallio, Sergius Paulus, 


Cornelius, and Aretas; living in the ſta- 


tions, and characters, here athgned to them : „ 


And, 


Tu Ar . were fach clalfes of men, as 


Phariſees and Sadducees, Scribes and Law- 
yers, Herodians and Samaritans, of the ſame 
- charatters, for principle and conduct, as are 

; here aſcribed to them, 


1 nds of he Jews are A 


abundantly evinced to have exiſted, at this 


time; viz, That they came from "he dif- 


ferent countries, where they lived, to the 


feaſts at Jeruſalem ; daily frequented the 


temple; prayed, at the third and at the ninth 
hour . faſted until the morning prayer was 


. Hence the fires of tte gf v, Acts 21 4. 


or THE NEW-TESTAMENT. Rpt - 


Jen; were realy zealous for the law, 


and for the temple; worſhipped i in ſyna- 


gogues; read ſtatedly portions of the Old 
Teſtament ; pradtiſed the vow of the Naz- 
arite, ſhaving their heads ; inflicted forty 


ſtripes ſave one ;* allowed and exerciſed 
furious acts of private zeal for Religion; 


: pay ed tribute to the Romans, and eſteemed. 
it a grievance ; had publicans of their own 


nation, and abhorred them, for being i in this 


office; hated, and vehemently perſecuted 


the Chriſtiane: were zealous for the Sab- 


bath, circumciſion, &c. even to bigotry ; 
and Ea the reſt of mankind, as od: 5 
_ ous and contemptible, with e an uncxampled 5 
deteſtation. : 


Ir is alſo clearly proved, that their bigh : 


prieſts rent their, clothes, on extraordinary 
occaſions ; that the Phariſces and the Sad- 
ducees were ſteady and bitter enemies to 
_ each other; that the Jews and Samaritans 
_ hated each other, to a degree wholly ſingu- 


Jar; that, out of judea, the Jews prayed 3 


__ cuſtomarily by the ſides of rivers, and ſeas ; 
that they laboriouſly made prolelytes ; that. 


they were aſtoniſhingly trüben! in doc- 


trine, and in manners; and that they and the 


Samaritans, at this time, univerlally and 


N © the coming ; of the Meſ- 
ſiah. 


Wirn equal clearneſs are we e 
that the Roman Governor ha ad, in | Judea, 


2B neh 28 that, recorded Abs 13. 


by 1 OT — 
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Ro SEXUISENESS AND AUTHENTICITY 


the power of liſe and, death ; that public 
notifications were in Jeruſalem, cuſtomarily. 


written in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin; that 


criminals, under the Roman government, 
always carried their own croſſes; were cuſ- 
tomarily ſcourged, mocked and abuſed, 
as CurisT is ſaid to have been; "that, 
among the Jews, perſons were put to death 
without the city; that burial was not al- 
ways ailowed to malefaftors ; but that Ro- 
man governors might, and uſually did, al- 
low it; and that the Jews uſually embalm- 
cd their dead, in the manner recorded by 
the Evangeliſts. 


WII the 13 certainty. are we allo 


taught, that the Romans examined priſoners | 
by queſtioning and ſcourging, excepting. 

. Roman citizens, who could lawfully be nei- 
ther bound, nor ſcourged, eſpecially when 


e ee that the Roman Govern- 


ment gave the power of life and death to 
ſuch officers as Lyſias; heard no accuſers, 
in the abſence of the accuſed ; kept accu- 
ſed perſons in cuſtody, as Paul was kept; 


ſent priſoners ſrom the provinces to Rome, 


Ir js alſo / eſtabliſhed, that the 
temple was s forty- 11x years in building ; that 


and delivered them to the Captain of the 
guard; and, at that time, generally treated 
all nations, particularly the Jews, and the 
Chriſtians as being Jews, with mildneſs and 
a | 


1 


A 


or THE NEW TESTAMENT, Tn | 


WEN 


Judas of Gallilee and the Egyptian metition: 


ed by Lyſias, Acts 21, 38, exiſted, and did 
the things alcribed to them; that Herodiab 


was firſt "married to Philip, and then to He- 
rod, his brother ; that John, the Baptiſt 
was put to death by the ſame Herod ; that 


the Emperor Claudius baniſhed the Jews 
from Rome; and that, in his time, there 
was a famine throughout the land of TORS. 


Or me fads and perſons conne Bed im- 
mediately with the purpoſe of the Goſpel I 


Thall have occaſion to {peak hereafter. 


Tut writers who have ſingly eſtified 0 


ſome, and colleQtively to all, the things 
above-mentioned, are Joſephus, Philo, Ci- 


cero, Tacitus, Ulpian, Hermogenian, Mar- 


cian, Tertullian, Celſus, Petronius, Dio, 


Suetonius, and ſeveral others. 


THE two firſt of theſe writers were Jews ; . 


the reſt, except Tertullian, were Heathens; 
and thats i is not one inſtance, in theſe teſti. 
monies of Jews, or Heathens, in which ci- 


ther of them at all intended to witnels any 


fact, in favor of the goſpel, or of chriſtians. 
All of them, who knew any thing of chril- 


tianity, were decided enemies to the 
chriſtians, and their teſtimony, therefore, 


eſpecially when we take into view their per- 
ſonal depgenen. and their advantages for 

knowing the things, which they allert, is 

completely farisfabtory. 
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12 GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY 


In few methods, could the genuineneſs 
of the New-Teſtament be more certainly 
proved, than in this. It is utterly im- 


poſſible for a writer, dealing largely in al- 
Tuſfionh to the cuſtoms, and in aſſertions con- 
cerning the facts, and perſons, of a prece- 
ding age, not to be betrayed into many miſ- 
takes concerning them. It is not a little 


difficult for any writer to poſſeſs the know- 


lege, neceſſary to avoid ſuch miſtakes; and 
far more difficult tor him to form his mind 
into a train of thinking, exactly ſuited to 
the circumſtances of a preceding age, and 
to keep his attention invariably fixed on ſo 
complets an object, as not frequently to 
wander from truth and propriety. 


Viet, a man of primary abilities, and 


vaſt induſtry, has, in his Encis, attempted 


to preſent the world with the manners, pro- 


per to the ſeveral perſonages, mentioned in 
that work; and undoubtedly deſigned, that 
they ſhould, as much as might be, ſuit the 
age, in which thoſe perſonages lived. But 
it is obvious to every attentive reader, that 
the manners of that poem much better ſuit 
the age, in which the writer lived. Vet a 


careful and juſt repreſentation of manners 


was probably one principal object, in the 
eye of that ingenious poet throughout his 
Work. 


Josierox, or Joſeph Bengorion, a wri- 
ter of the tenth, or cleventh century, has 
undertaken to write a Hiſtory of the Jews; 
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OF THE NEW TESTAMBNT. | 24; 


in which he axofellcs 1 to have ak at the 


time of the, deſtruction of Jeruſalem. This 


writer, notwithſtanding the very great pains 


be has viſibly taken, to paſs for the charac- 
. ter which he projeſſes himſelf to be, has, 
in many inſtances, betrayed himſelf; and 


that ſo far, as to ſpeak of ſeveral things, 


which. exiſted, ſome centuries after the 
: time, in which he pretends 1 to Have lived. 


WalrERS of the firſt talents,” art, and 


information, have ever found this difficulty 


inſurmountable, when they have made at- 


tempts of this nature; but it muſt have 
been peculiarly inſurmountable by the wri- 


ters of the New Teſtament, had they been 


impoſtors. Their charatter, education, 
and information, could, in no degree, qual- 


ify them for · a ſucceſsful impoſition of this 


kind. The truth and accuracy with which 
they have evidently written, on the ſubjects 
above ſpecified, even in a vaſt number of 


very minute articles will, to every perſon, 
qualified to judge, appear to be an unan- 


Iwerable argument of the genuinenels: of 
_ 1 808 writings. 5 


. Tag books of 5 ew Teſtament 


hive been quoted by both Catholic and He- 


retical Chriſtians, and alſo by Heaihens, at 


ſuch periods, and in ſuch a manner, as to 


put their genuineneſs beyond every reafon- 


able doubt. 
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| 4 GENUINENSS AND AUTHENTICITY 


The four Evangeliſts, and the Acts of the 
Apoſtles, are quoted, in the two firſt cen- 


turies, by Juſtin Martyr, Clemens of Alex- 
andria, and Tertullian 


Mathew, Mark, and Luke, by Clemens | 


of Rome: 


Mathew, Mark, and. John, by Polycarp, 
and Athenagoras : | 


Luke, and John, by Theophilus of An- 
tioch, and the Epiſtle of the Churches of 


Vienne and Lyons, and Mathew by St. 


Barnabas, and the Acts oy the above men- 
| tioned Epiltle. | 


Bans the above; Chriltivn' writers, all 


; the” Evangeliſts are quoted by the Emperor 


Julian, a man every way qualified, and in- 
clined, to expoſe the falſchood' of theſe wri- 
tings, if i it exiſted; and are quoted with the 

' fulleſt proofs, that he had not a doubt of 


| their athenuenty,' 


9 Aut theſe books are e to by "OY + 
mas, and the Recognitions of Clement, and 
by the Heathen Fhlloſophers. N ane 5 


Porphyry : | 
Mathew. and Mark by Pa pias; an the 


555 Epiſtle to Diognetus; as John alſo. 1s * 
the laſt mentioned work : 


Mathew, Luke, John, and the Acts, by 
1885 the Acts of Paul and Thecla, and : 


the Teſtaments of the twelve Patrjarchs 1 a 
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OF THE NEW TESTAMENT: 0 


- Mathew, Luke, andthe Att, 12 Hegeſip- 


pus, and Polycrates: 


Mathew, Mark, John, d the Ade by 
Athenagoras: SEL 


Luke, and John, by Tatian 3 
Luke by Theophilus « of Antioch : 
John by the Heathen Philoſopher Ameli 


And che Ads bw Ane Martyr, and Po. 
1 carp. * 
Tux ſeveral quotations, here fared to, 


are made in the very words of the Scriptu- 
ral writers, as they have deſcended to us. 
The references frequently contain ſeveral 
of their words, and always the facts, or ſen- 
timents, recorded by them; and are made, 
in a manner ſo plain, that the reference is 
uſually of equal evidence and authority | 
with the quotation ; and always, at leaſt in 
my opinion, too evident to allow of a rea- 


ſonable doubt. 
. che cleats 1 che Goſpels or 


Mathew and Mark, Papias, within fifty-three 
years from the date of the firſt Goſpel, 


bears expreſs teſtimony ; ; aſſerting them to 
be the production of the writers ſuppoſed. 


To the Goſpel, at large, Juſtin Martyr, 


within 77 years from its firſt date, gives the 
like fall! teſtimony ; declaring it to conſiſt 


of authentic narrations, of CurisrT and 
his Apoſtles. Tatian compoſed a Harmo- 


ny of the four ilpeis, 00 Fer only, af 
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6 GENVUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY 


ter the firſt in order was written; as did“? 
| Bafilides, the Heretic, a commentary, about 
60 years after the date of the earlieſt Goſ- 
pe l. Irerceus, within 115 years, Clement 
of Alexandria, within 182, and Tertullian, 
within 137 years from the ſame date, yield a 
full and ample teſtimony to the genuine 


neſs of all the books under conſideration ; ; 


as full, I NE DS, as can be deſired Or ex- 


preſſed. 


Ur; wak ps of ſeventy other perſons, 1 ma- 


ny of them of great and deſerved reputation 
for wiſdom and i integrity, are to be number 
_ ed, as additional witneſſes to thofe, whom! 

have now mentioned: all flouriſhing with- 
in 140 years after the writing of St. Luke's 
Golpel. Moſt of theſe witneſſes yield their 
teſtimony by quotations and references, too 


expreſs to be denied, or doubted ; while 


others, in numerous une of hich cha-- 


räcter, ſpent much of life in furthering the 


progreſs of Chriſtianity, and ſcaled their 
tcfhmany with their blood. 


Tex AT1US, alſo, within 4. ” and the Epik | 
tle to Diognetus, aſcribed to Juſtin Martyr, 


within 77, Melito Biſhop of Sardis, within 


116, and Clement of Alexandria, within 
132 years from the above date, inform us of 
a Volume, in which theſe books were col- 


letted. he 


 ® Baſjlides Jiclat ed, that he was :nflruAted 100 Glauci: „ 
| who Was ks by the * 9 8 themtelves. 
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or THE NEW TESTAMENT, 17 


By theſe writers, the books in queſtion 


arc ſpoken of in terms of the higheſt rel 


pect; as the word, the preaching of Cur 1873 


as the'ſcriptures ; as the Word of Gov; | 


and as divinely inſpired. Thus, for in- 


2 ſtance, Irenœus declares, that they were 
written by the will of Gop ; that they are 
to mankind the foundation of faith ; and 


that thoſe who wrote them, were inſpired ER 


with infallible knowlege of truth, by the 
Hol Gnosr. Hence ke concludes, that 
to deſpiſe them is to deſpiſe God himſelf. 
Athanafius alſo, at a later period, after re- 
counting the ſame books of the Bible which 

we now poſſeſs, ſays 555 „ Theſe are the 


fountains of ſalvation; in theſe alone the 


dodctrine of religion is taught: let no man 
add to them or take any thing from them.“ 
In general, the ſentiments of the ancient 
Chriſtians, in the ardour of reſpett ſor the 
Scriptures; appear on almoſt every page; 
and viſibly exceed even the high reverence, 
In which they, are now held by thoſe, who 
expect fr om them everlaſting life. 5 


IN the mean time, it is to be carefully 
remarked, that the books of the New Tef- 
tament, are the only books, of which they 
ever ſpeak in this manner. All others, 
they uniformly conſider, as the mere ef- 
forts of men, and of no auth deny in Re- 
ligion. This ſubje tt they often diſculs ; 

and their deciſion is but one, and deliv- : 


? 
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ered in terms of undoubting confidence. 
As a full juſtification of this confidence, 
they inform us, that they received theſe - 
books, by moſt authentic tradition from 
the Apoſtles themſelves ;- the whole of 


which tradition they were able to trace, and 


to prove. Tertullian particularly aſſerts, 
in the fulleſt manner, that, in the ſeveral 
Apoſtolical Churches, the cleareſt evidence 
of this authenticity might be obtained ; as 
it had W PIE nn in {ne church at 
Y Rome. ey. | 


ALL at writers flouriſhed, and wrote, 
5 within one hundred and fifty years after 
the date of the firſt written book of the 

New Teſtament; and were born 20, 30, 
40, 50, and in ſome inſtances 60 years, be- 
fore the date here aſcribed to them. Bar- 
5 nabas, Clement of Rome, Hermas, Igna- 


tius, and Polycarp, it is generally agreed, 


were hearers, and companions, of the Apoſ- 

tles themſelves; and moſt, if not all, of 
theſe named, as of the ſecond century, con- 
verſed with thoſe, who had livedandconver-_ 
fed with the Apoſtles. Theſe writers were 


alſo of very different educations, views, 
intereſts, and prejudices; and were inhab- 


itants of Aſia Minor, Paleſtine, Syria, 


Egypt, Crete, Greece, Africa proper, Italy, 
and Gaul. At a time, when the formation 
of books vas ſo laborious, and the acquiſi- 

tion oſ them ſo difficult, and expenſive, it is 


only to be accounted for, from the pecul- . 
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iar r 26a and reverence of the early Chriſ- 
tians for the Scriptures, that the New Teſ⸗ 
' tament ſhould have been fo widely ſpread, 
at this early period. Nor. could the firſt 
Preachers of Chriſtianity have left a fairer 
proof of their candor, piety, and benevo- 
| lence, than the ſingular pains, with which 
they multiplied, and diffuſed, the e oy 
theſe venerable Oracles. „„ 


In the third century, N at leſs than 
1 150 years, from the date above mentioned, 


theſe teſtimonies, both by quotation and 


reference, are ſo multiplied, that they an- 
not be particularly alluded to, in this Diſ- 
courſe. It ought, however, to be obſer- 
ved, that Caius, Julius Africanus, Origen, 
Dionifius: Biſhop of Alexandria, Cyprian, 
ViRorinus Biſhop of Pettaw, on the river 
DPDrave, and Methodius Biſhop of Olympus, 
in Syria, beſide many others, all men of ta- 
lents and integrity, have, together with 
Firmilian Biſhop of Cœſarea, borne a very 
full and deciſive teſtimony to the exiſtence, _ 
authenticity, facts, and doctrines, of the 
New Teſtament. Several of theſe men 
were born, in the ſecond century; and ſome 
of them, particularly, Origen and Bioniſius, 


were poſſeſſed of the greateſt advantages, for , : 


knowing the whole traditionary, as well as 
written, Hiſtory of the Goſpel, and of its au- 
thors, of the facts, which they have recoꝶd- 
ed, and of the doctrines, which they have 
left, for the benefit of ſucceeding genera- 
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tions. The teſtimony, which all theſe wri- 


ters have given to the books in queſtion is 


as deciſive, as words can expreſs ; and the 
quotations, which have come down'to us, 


although made for other purpoles, and never 


at all deſigned for this, and although a part on- 
ly of the works of theſe writers is, in any in- 


ſtance, extant, and although in very many in- 


ſtances there is nothing remaining, but a 
few ſmall fragments, are yet ſo numerous, 
that a large part of the whole New-Teſta- 
ment might be collected from them. In 
the remaining writings of Tertullian, Cle- 
ment of Alexandria, and Irenceus alone, as 
Doctor Lardner has obſerved there are more 
quotations of the little volume of the New- 
Teſtament, than thoſe of the whole works 


of Cicero, greatly, and juſtly, as he has 


been celebrated for his ſuperiortalents, which 
are now to be found 1 in all me writers of 
| ſeveral ages. | 


171 is ſcarcely neceſſary: to aliferne; that, 
in the ſucceeding century, the teſtimonies, 
both by quotation and reference, multiply 
to ſuch a ſurpriſing degree, that we find nu- 
me rous catalogues of the books of the New- 


Teſtament left on record; generally the 


ſame which we have now; and that not only : 


great numbers of men of high reputation 


have ſingly borne this teſtimony, and ineve- | 
ry conceivable method; but ſeveral Coun- 
cils have allo given us their united voice, in 
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OF THE NEW: TESTAMENT. "Bl 


ſupport of their authenticity, and inſpira- 


tion. 


1 5naLL now beg leave to call your 912 


tention to teſtimony, in ſome meaſure, of 
a different kind: the teſtimony of thoſe, 
| who have been generally eſteemed Here- 
tics, Theſe men, who more, or leſs, de- 


parted from the opinions of the Catholic 


Church, concerning ſeveral ſcriptural ſub⸗ 

Jetts, were under various temptations to 
leſſen or to deny, the authority of the New-. 

Teſtament, and particularly that of the Hiſ- 


torical books. As they embraced their pe- 
culiar opinions, principally: from precon- 
cieved doctrines of Philoſophy, the prima- 


ry ſource of error, among thole who have 


profeſſed Chriſtianity, they were under 


much the ſame temptations to ſacrifice the. 
whole New-Teſtament, as to ſacrifice the 


particular parts, which they actually re- 
Jetted. Nevertheleſs we have ſufficient 


N aſſurance, that, even amidſt the heat of ve- 
hement and ill- conducted controverſy, they 
all regarded the greater part of this Vo- 


lume, with the higheſt reverence ; and have 


lelt den them valuable wpeſtations of its | 
genuineneſs and authenUGity., 


' Ox theſe men, in the firſt 3 7." 


the beginning of the ſecond, Baſilides with 


his followers, and the Carpocratians; in 
the ſecond Century, Heracleon, Cerdon, 
the Sethians, Artemon, Hermogenes, Theo- 


dotus, Montanus, Praxeas, Caffian, and he... 
| | D 
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*Manichees, appear to have received the 


whole of theſe ſacred writings. Baſilides 


and Heracleon commented largely on them; 
and the five laſt, in the hiſt here given, quo- 


ted them ; three of them largely ; and 


all of this number appear to have received 
them with a reſpect, probably not inferiour 
to that of the Catholics. 


Manx with] the anrechnen his followers, 
Cerinthus, Maron, Leucius, Apelles, 
Elxai, and the Paulicians, received, as of 
divine authority, the greater part of the 
New-Teſtament. The Paulicians received 
all, except the two Epiſtles of Peter; and 
theſe they rejected, merely becauſe he had 
denied ChRISsT. In the miſtaking con- 
_ duR of theſe men, we have a ſtriking at- 
teſtation to the genuineneſs of the ſacred 
| books; for, even when hardly preſſed in 
controverſy, they acknowlege the great bo- 
dy of them; and, for the rejection ol a part, 
aſſign, as reaſons,” their own preconceived 
opinions, and not any proots of corruption 


in the books, which they rejeA. Even 


Marcion, the general corrupter of the Bi- 
ble, and Leucius, the general forger of 
falſe ſcriptures, have exhibited that there 
were, in their time, the former part of the 
ſecond Century, genuine and authoritative 
| Scriptures. Otherwiſe the Firſt could not 
have acted the part of a carrupter; nor 


43 . With axed: to theſe Heretics, 1 has followed Dr. 
| Ladner, 1 in preference | to Dr. Moſheim, | 
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would the Laſt have acted that of a forger ; ; 
it being impoſlible, on any other ſuppoſi- 
tion, that either means, or temptations to 


this conduct ſhould exiſt. It ought here 


to be remarked, that Origen, who probably 
knew better than any other man, and who 


has unqueſtionably declared what he knew, 
aſſerts, that, ſo far as his knowledge extend- 5 
ed, the Marcionites, and Valentinians, and 


chaps Leucius, or, as he is ſometimes 


called Lucanus, were the only perſons, 
who had ever corrupted the Scriptures. 
At the ſame time, it ought to be remem- 


bered, that this condutt of theſe Heretics 5 


was highly advantageous to Chriſtianity; 
as it induced the early Chriſtians to ſcruti- 
nize with fingular care, and to watch with 
of 3 jealouſy, th che.) writings of the pots % 
t Cs. e 


Tuts inveltlgation may, perhaps, be con- 


ſidered as more cloſely confined to the 
| Hiſtorical books ofthe New-Teſtament, than 
was originally propoſed. As reaſons for 
this method of treating the ſubje&, my Au- 
dience are requeſted to obſerve, 


At. Tuar: the ſubje tt would Lo 9 
otherwiſe, too extenſive, to be at all fairly 


handled, on chis occaſion: 


2d. Tuar the very tame proofs of quota- | 


tion and reference, as well as almoſt all the 
other evidence, by which the Hiſtorical 


* 
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books are ſupported, are the ſupport, and, 


as I conceive, equally, of the remaining 


books. No perſon, therefore, who admits 


the validity of this evidence, for the Hiſto- 


rical books, wilt vers copia it, as 1 pda to the 


others. 


nd; Tak Migerichl books) are the foun- 
dation, on which the others wholly reſt. In 
— theological. view, therefore, the only view, 
In Wind any of them ever became the ſub- 
jefts of controverſy, he, who receives the 
Hiſtorical books as eee will lind no 


occaſion to queſtion che reſt. 


O the exilenges here fagafted; it may 1 
5 be uſeful to remark, that the ſtate of things 
which I have repreſented, cannot be ac- 
counted for, unleſs the genuinenels of theſe 
books be acknowledged. That, in ſo ſhort | 
a time, ſg many perfons, of ſo many, and 
fo diſtant countries, of fo different educa- 
tions, habits, prejudices, and views, of ſo 
fair a character, of fo much underſtanding, 


without a ſelfiſh end to aim at, without con 
cert, without a deſign of giving teſtimony 


to this point, and without an apprehenſion | 
that the genuinenels of thefe books either 
was, Or would ever be called into queſtion, 
ſhould yet, in ſo many inſtances, to fo great 
an extent, and with ſuch high and em 
reverence, have thus quoted and referred 


to them, and thus profeſſedly diſtinguiſhed 


them from all others; that they mould have 
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rencunced religions, to which before they 


were habitually attached, even to bigotry, 
and adopted, from theſe books, a religion 
totally new, and ſingular ; and finally that 
upon a faithful conformity to them they 
ſhould have thus placed all their hopes of 
ſualvation, and have perſiſted, through life, 
ina ſteady and unexampled adherence to 
them, and to the religion founded on them, 
againſt every earthly hope, and with every 
earthly diſcouragement ; is not only incre- 


dible ; but, in my apprehenſion, impoſſible; 


on any other ſuppoſition, than that theſe _ 
books are the genuine produttions of the 


Apoſtles, and authentic Narratives of the 


Life, Death, ReſurreQion, and Aſcenſion, 


of TEesus CuRISTr, and ofthe labors of thoſe 


Apoſtles, in propagating the Religion, 
which he taught to mankind, 


To the obſervations, already made, it 
ought to be added, that, conſidering the 
_ contempt, in which the firſt Chriftians were 
held by the Roman Empire, the teſtimony _ 
Tos the genuinenels of theſe books, Which 
appears in the remaining works, and monu- 
ments, of fieathens, during the above men- 
tioned periods, is as great, as could be rea- 
fonably expeded. Many are the indubi- 
table teſttmonies which they have left, not 
only to facts of the utmoſt importance to 
this queſtion, but to the very books them 
ſelves. Celſus, particularly, is a witnels of 
the greateſt weight, and in a degree, grea- 


* 
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ter than could fairly be hoped from the 
ſmallnels of his remaining fragments. His 


undeniablereferences to the Hiſtorical, and 1 
ſeveral other, books of the New-T . = 


are numerous, and made, within one hun- 
dred and thirteen years from the date of St. 
' Luke's Goſpel, He was a man of ſenſe 
and learning, a profeſſed enemy to the 
_ Chriſtian Religion, and a laborious and in- 
ll quiſitive champion for Heatheniſm. His 
EV atteſtations, therefore, will not be diſputed. 
 *# Thoſe of the Emperour Julian, who, after 
having received a Chriſtian education, and 
made a Chriſtian, profeſſion, publicly de- 


6 dclared himfelf a Heathen, are of the ſame 
nature, and in ſome reſpeas of equal im- 
* portance. It is true, he did not poſtefs fo 
» - found an underſtanding, nor live at fo car- 


ly a period, as Celſus ; but he had, from 
| his education, the fulleſt opportunity to be- - 
come acquainted with the books, and the 

. worſhip, of the Chriſtians, and a ſufficient 

3 one to learn the facts, which were their de- 
1 clared foundation, and evidence. At the 


contrary, by acknowledging the books, be- 
cauſe their authenticity could not be diſpu- 
16d, and confelling the facts, becauſe heir 


3 lame time, he had all the advantages pofſi- 
il ble at the period in which he lived, to know, 
13 and the utmoſt diſpoſition to declare, all he © 
: 3 defects of that evidence, and all the real, or = 
F- imagined, weaknels in that foundation. vet . 
1 he has not, in the leaſt, impeached the 
1 fafts, or weakened their influence. On tbe 
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reality could not he queſtioned, he has ad- 


ded his own name to the liſt of valuable 
witneſſes for that Redeemer, whom he wick- 
edly denied, and for that ſyſtem of Reli- 
gion, whoſe doctrines he has childifhly la- 
bored to overthrow. On theſe, and other 


ſimilar teſtimonies, I ſhall hereafter make 


ſome further obſervations; and ſhall only 
add, in this place, chat the edi& of Diocle- 
ſind; which, in the year three hundred and 
three, two hundred and forty years after 
the date ſo often mentioned, ordered, on 
the ſevereſt penalties, all Chriſtians to far- 
render the Scriptures, that they might be 
burned, proves at once that the copies of 
them were exceedingly numerous, and 
widely diſperſed, and that this ſagacious 
1 Emperour, and his Court, were zully con- 
Vuinced of the total impoſſibility of extermin- 
ating Chriſtianity, by tortures, however nu- 
-merous, protrated, or diſtreſſing, unleſs 
they accompliſhed the deſtruction of the 
books, on which it was founded: a proof of 
the firſt magnitude, that Chriſtianity rene 2 
originally on the N ew-Teſtament. 8 


20; Thx withfiony of che Hiftorical 


Writers of the New-Teſtament, was true : 


They were neither deceived, nor deceiv- 

ers. The two parts of this propoſition, * 
ſhall take the liberty to conſider either ſe- 
parately or together ; as may beſt conduce 
„ their elucidation; CCC 
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Tank they were not tfeceivitly with ire- =» 
gard to the facts, which they have related, 
is evident, in the firſt place;  becatuſc / | 
they vere, in every. reſpe&, competent. 
judges of them : they had ſufficient . 
ties, and ſufficient opportunities. 717 


c 7 "fads, 8 in the: Golpels, may ' 
be all compriſed. under the Life, Death, 
| ReſurreQtion, and Aſcenſion, of, Je5vs 
 CuxnisT;; and thoſe, related in the remain-. 
ing Hiſtorical book, under the title of it— 

| The Abts of the Apoſtles. 
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Taz echte neceſſary to form a com- 
petent judge of all theſe facts, are the uſual 
| ſenſes of men, and that degree of under - 
5 ſtanding, which we cuſtomarily term Comm: 
 mon-ſenſe. Iwill doubtleſs be under- 1 
ſtood, that I afſert theſe to be the only fa- 
15 culties, neceſſary for this end. Superiour 5 
genius, or great attainments of ſcience, are we 
not only not neceſſary to enable a man pertett- 
ly to judge oftheſe ſubjects, but would, in no . 
V iſe render him a beer judge, than any other Rp 
man, poſſeſſed of the faculties above mente. 
oned. A plain man, thus qualified, would, as _ 
perfectly as Ariſtotle, or Sir Iſaac Newton, =: 
know whether Cuxr1sr lived, preached, 1 
wrought miracles, ſuffered, died, appeared 
alive after his death, and aſcended to Hea- 8 
ven. The teſtimony of the ſenſes, under 0 
the direction of Common. ſenſe, is the deci:! 
ding, and the only teſtimony, by which the i 
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or THE REW-TESTAMERT, 2 


exiſtence of theſe fats muſt be determined. 
No man could, better than the Apoſtles, 


8 


du en a man were leprous, and re- 


ſtored from his leproſy, by a command; 


whether Lazarus were dead, and raiſed to 


life; and whether ChRSIT walked on the 


waves. Nor could any man with more 


certainty determine, whether Cu RIS T, af- 


ter being dead, and buried, appeared again 
alive, talked, moved, ate, inſtructed, com- 


| forted, and direfted them, roſe up from the 
- earth, in a cloud, and diſappeared ; or 


whether, at their command, the lame were 
reſtored to ſoundneſs, the ſick to health, 
and the dead to life. They could, alſo, as 

well as the greateſt men living, know wheth⸗ 


er Cur1sT taught them the ſingular pre- 

* cepts, and dottrines, recorded in the Goſ- 
pels; and whether he lived in that perfectly 
holy manner, which they have deſcribed. 


It ſeems, ſometimes, to have been imagin- 
ed, that perſons of ſuperior talents would 


have been better judges of the facts, rela- 
ted in the New-Teſtament; but the idea 
cannot be ſeriouſly entertained by any per- 
fon, who has attended to human life. On 


the contrary, plain men, accuſtomed to ac 
tive life, uſually judge of facts, with leſs - 


prejudice, and more accuracy, than philo- 


tophers, whoſe unfortunate diſpoſition to 
theory and ſyſtem commonly and greatly 


warps their judgment from truth, 
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Tax opportunities, which the Apoſtles 
had of obſerving theſe facts, were allo ſuch, 


| that it is difficult to conceive how ey 
could have been better. The Apoſtles 


were, for more than three, oaks for 


more than four years, the conſtant compan- 
ions of Cur1srT, in his moſt retired, as well 
as in his moſt public, hours. They ſaw, 
they heard, they knew, every thing con- 
cerning bim, ſo far as reſpects the preſent 
ſubject. Had they diſcovered the leaſt 
failing in him, it muſt have deſtroyed his 


whole charaRter, in the eye of perſons, who 


thought him the Meſſiah; and had there 
deen the leaſt failing in him, they muſt have 
diſcovered it. 


Tux were me daily vin le of bis mi- 


racles; not of one, two, or twenty; but of 


multitudes; accompliſhed invariably ; as 


often as occaſions preſented themſelves ; and 
with as much eaſe, and certainty, as accom- 
F the moſt ordinary occurrences of life. 


ArrER his reſurreQion, they had every 


advantage, which could exiſt, for knowing 
Whether he appeared alive. Nine times, 
he appeared to ſome, or other of them; and 
twice, to the women, who went to his ſe- 
pulcre. He ate, he converſed with them, 
and inſtructed them, and gave various oth- 

er proofs of his reſurrection, which no man, 


in his ſenſes, and in the hke circumſtances, 
either would, or could diſpute. 


: or THE NEW TESTAMENT, 31 


Tak power, which he promiſed them, of 


working miracles, was, in that promiſe, ex- 


tended through lite. Of the fulfilment, 
they had all poſſible opportunity, as well 
as capacity, to judge. If the promiſe fail- 
ed of fulfilment, the charm was in a mo- 
ment diffolved, and the dream at an end. 
This, it is to be remembered, muſt have 
. happened, whether they were diſpoſed to it, 
or not. For, as they publiſhed the prom- 
ile to mankind, at an early period, they 
put their own character, and th& of their 
maiter, wholly at hazard; and if the pro- 
miſe were not publicly and evidently fulfil- 
ed, the impoſture, whether acknowledged 
by them or not, muſt have been eabily | de- 


tected by cheir fellow men. „ 


2d. Tazy believed in CuRIST, nn 
all choſe motives, which e govern 
mankind. | 1 


Wurx the ae firſt addicted them- 


ſelves to CRIST, they poſſeſſed, in a riv- 
eted degree, the Jewiſh ideas of a tempo- 


ral, glorious, conquering, reigning Meſ- 


fiah. This prejudice they plainly held, 
until the day of Pentecoſt, It is moſt won- 
derful, that, with this prejudice, they ſhould _ 
have litened to him at all; for nothing 
could be more contrary to ky" real charac. 
ter; nor could any thing more unfit them 
for believing in a Meſſiah lowly, delpiſeg, g 


is 
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and perſecuted. The only rational me- 
thod of accounting for this fakt, is, that he 
ſhewed himſelf to be a perſon, as extraordi- 
nary, as he is deſcribed to be in the Goſ- 

pels. This induced them to attach them- 
elves to him, at firſt ; and the ſtrong per- 
ſuaſion, which they cheriſhed, that he would 
allume his proper character, of ſecular 
ſplendour and dominion, contributed to 1 

prolong their attachment. In his true ch. 
radter they believed, from necelſity and ir- Ws! 

reſiſtible WH only, with a ſlow pro- 

greſs, anda reluctant ſubmiſſion to evi- 

dence. All their prejudices were viſibly 

and ſteadily. at war with his declarations, 

and, from time to time led them to neglett, 

or to diſbelieve, many of his moſt 1 4 3 
_tank communications. —_ 


WETEL LS r. ß 
N Fc * 
— PA . r MAGA 
wn ro I ES . DER NO IE 
» WE IO Fs th eg 
CC 


By T, ON 7 5 day of Pintceeh; this my. wm 
. | tery was unfolded to them, at once. From pr”, 
100 5 that period, all their preceding hopes Van- 1 
0 iſhed. From that period, they cheerfully 
afſumed to themſelves the lot of poverty 
and ſhame, coolly prepared for uniform 
oppoſition and contempt, and advanced io 
meet perſecution, danger, and death, with es 
| a conſtancy, which no enemy could eee RR 
and no power deftroy. Could we fo far 
forſake every diate of reaſon, as tO ſup- _ 
poſe them deceived at firſt, it is wholly im- 21 
_ poſſible, that they ſhould not have awaked 
from the deluſion, at the rouſing calls of 
ny and infamy, of che Priſon and the = 
croſs, 


DEITY: 


or THE NEW TESTAMENT. | — > 


Ir is here carefully to be remembered, 


f chat all theſe evils were uniformly predicted 
to them, by their maſter. From him 


chey learned, and believed, that, in fol- 
lowing him, they muſt give up every 


_ earthly expeCtation; muſt bid adieu to 
friends, and country, to peace, and compe- 


tence, to the hope of a ſettled home, and 


the pleaſures of an affeQionate family; 
_ muſt wander through the world hated, 9 5 
flicted, and tormented ; and muſt end this. 


gloomy career of life with all the miſeries, 
deviſed by ingenious and malignant perſe- 
cution. With this melancholy proſpect, 


often called up to view, their miniſterial 
life was begun; and by the ſevere ſuffer- 


ings, which filled up this proſpett, it was 


accompanied to che end. 


ExTAHuSsIA8M has been often objefted 


to the Apoſtles, as one method of account- 
ing for their adherence to Cur1sT, and of 
leſſening the force of their teſtimony. 
This, it is preſumed, has been done, mere 


ly becauſe it was the only method of filling 
a chaſm in the ſyſtem of Infidelity; for 


there is not the leaſt appearance of enthuſi-. 
alm in their charatter, as it is given to us, 
either by themſelves, or by others. Never 
were perſons leſs fairly expoſed to ſuch an 
_ objeftion. There is nothing in the nature 
of Cunisr's life, preaching, or miracles, | 


which could be the object of enthuſiaſtical 
belief, « Or which could furniſh. a ground for 
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enthuſiaſtical attainment. On the contra- 


Ty, as has been already obſerved, to receive. 
him, as the Meſſiah, required, on their part, 
a complete actifice of every prejudice, and 


to adhere to him, of every intereſt, ---- 


Throughout their whole attendance upon 
his miniſtry, they diſcovered a continual 
oppoſition to all the peculiar characte riſ- 
- tics, which, as the Meſſiah, he diſcovered, 

and were almoſt daily, with the greateſt juf⸗ 

_ rice, reproved by. him, as being of Utele : 


faith, 


Bur Entbuſlaſs is weakly alledged, for 
the purpoſes of infidelicy, even if we ſhould 


againſt plain certainty, allow the Apoſtles 
to have poſſeſſed this character. Enthuſi- 
alm would, in no reſpett, account for the 
things, for which it is alledged. Enthuſi— 
aſm could not poſſibly make its votaries be- 
lieve, that a man was born blind, and lived 
blind for twenty years, and than: at a com- 
mand, received his ſight; that men were 
encruſted with the leproſy, white as ſnow, 
and, in a moment, were changed into the 
uſual healthful appearance of the human 
perſon ; and that them ſelves, with eight or 
ten thouſand others, had eaten to the full 
a of five, or ſeven loaves, and a few little 
fiſhes. Enthuſiaſm could, in no wiſe, per- 
ſuade any perſon; Stherwile poſſeſſed of 
common: ſenſe, that CHRIST daily and al- 


way performed theſe, and the like, won- 


derful works, at his pleaſure, In the moſt. 


OOTY ooo 3 K „ 


OF THE NEW TESTAMENT» „„ 2 


ablic manner, 1 ſo as to convince and 7 
alarm the whole country of Judea ; that he 


ben 1 different from all, which had 


L543: 


BI 6p; in IE 705 had bete communica- 


ted, And to record them for the inſpection 


of others. In a word, to ſay nothing of the 
total inſufficiency of Enthuſiaſm to bear 
| men above a whole life of uniform ſuffer- 
ing, oppoſition, want and wretchednels, it 
could never perſuade any man, that, through | 
a long period, he*himſelf was able, with a 


word, to heal the ſick, to reſtore the lame, 


and to raiſe the dead, in the name of IEsus 
of Nazareth. For theſe, and the like ef- 
| fects, the caule aſſigned is wholly inade- 


quate ; and, but for a peculiar ſpirit of op- 


; poſition to e y, would never, even 
in the preſent caſe, have been luggelted by 


any man, who had the leaſt acquaintance 


with the human: charater. 


Tavs it ts. 1; preſume, ſuſficiently evi- 


5 dent, that the Apoſtles were not deceived. 


F they were not dert or im- 
poſtors, will, I truſt, be rendered equally 


4 evident, by the following conſiderations. | 


1ſt, Hap they been inclined to Receive, 
it was impoſſible, that they thould ever have 
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accompliſhed. fuck 4 deſign. The fats, 
which conſtitute the fum of their informa- 
tion to mankind, and the foundation of the 
whole Chriſtian ſyſtem, were according to 
their own repreſentations, of the moſt pub- 
lic notoriety. They direftly declare to the 


Jews, that they, in numerous and ſucceſſive 


inſtances, were witneſſes of theſe facts, 
equally with themſelves. To the know- 
ledge, which their countrymen poſſeſſed, of 


theſe fatts, as having. been eye, and ear wit- 


neſſes of them, they boldly and fteadily ap- 
peal; and on this Koowiedge ground thoſe 
| arguments of eonviftion, and perſuaſion, 95 


which produced ſuch effects, as never were 


| before, or ſince, produced by arguments. 
This is, indeed, very ſingular conduct for 
impoſtors to puͤrſus, and may with confi- 
dence. be afferted to have exiſted in no 


other caſe of impoſition. Nothing is more 


evident, than that, if the Apoſtles deſigned 
to impoſe on their countrymen, they could 
not have adopted more obvious, or more 
effectual means to defeat the deſign, at its 
very commencement. In a word, if the 


Apoſtles are believed, in ſuch conduct as 


1 to have aimed at impoſition, they 
cannot, by thoſe who entertain this belief, 

be vindicated from the character, either 
of idiocy, or of phrenzy; and one of theſe 
muſt probably, in the eyes of all perſons 
Who deliberately attribute to them ſuch a 
denen, be their "ew character. 
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2d. Ir the Apoſtles were deceivers, they 


were deceivers, againſt all thoſe motives, 
| which, in caſes of this nature, have hitherto : 
Influenced the human race. 


11 men, who are not wholly deprived 


of reaſon, invariably act, with a view to 


ſome good, which they expelt by acting to 


obtain. This maxim is as certain, and =: 
acknowledged, as that all bodies gravitate. 


Arguments are therefore founded on the 
firſt of theſe truths, as firmly, as on the laſt. 
The Apoſtles, then, if deceivers, undoubt- 
edly expeied ſome good from the deceit. 


But what good could men expect, in the 


preſent life, from oppoſing, without any ' 
foundation to reſt on, the religion of their 
country, which, at the ſame time, they ac- 
knovledged to be enjoined by Govt ? What, 
from oppoling the religions of the whole 
human race? What, from aſſerting a deſpi- 
ſed and crucified man to be the Son of 
God, and the author of a new and moſt in- 


tereſting Revelation of his will; when they 


knew that themſelves, and all who had been 
acquainted with him, alſo, knew, that he 
had given no probable evidence of merit- 
ing this character? What good could they 
_ expett from aſſerting themſelves to be pol- 
ſelſed of the power of working miracles in 

his name, and from profeſſing their ability, 


and readineſs, to work miracles, of the ut- 


moſt i e and pudiicity, when they 


F 
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cenpioly En, bet "ey PRIN no fuch 


power . 


Adpulrrixc, 21 er, this YETI a; 
ſurdity, is it poſſible, that they ſhould cx- 
pect any good from this profeſſion, after 


they had made the experiment, and had in 


cyery inſtance failed ?- For, in this caſe, 
they muſt have tailed in every inſtance. 


What could they expett, what could they 


© but uniform contempt, and entire 
n © 1 


I is in vain, here, 10 Aer that there 
| have been parallel inſtances. Until Infi- 


dels ſhall produce at leaſt one parrallel in- 


ſtance, it may be confidently aſſerted, that 
none has exiſted. As to thoſe, ck they 


have hitherto alledged, they ought to bluſh 


whenever they recolle& them; for, it is 


preſumed, that, with all the extravagant and 


{ingular prejudices, manifeſted by them 
againſt Chriſtianity, they cannot but ſee, 
5 both from the nature, and the publicity, of 
the miracles of the Goſpel, an entire and 
irreconcileable difference between their 


oyn workers of miracles, and the Apoſtles. 


*Iis the future world, "the Apoſtles, if de- 


ceivers, could certainly expect no good. 


In this caſe, they cannot be ſuppoicd to 
have believed in either the character, or the 


declarations, of CHRIST. All his promiſes 


to them of future and eternal ee if 
in 


he be luppoſed to have made any, mu 
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their view, have been idle tales. Hence, 


if. they expected any good in the futme 


world, they muſt have expected it, merely 


as the reward of their deception. But can 


it. be imagined, that any man could expect 
future, everlaſting happinels, eſpecially in 
that future world, and from the hands of 


that Gop, how they have deſcribed, as 
the reward of a lye, or rather of a life ſpent 
in lying 7 Can a Jew have formed ſuch ex- 
peQtations, with the Old-Teſtament in his 
hands? Above all, can thoſe men have 


formed ſuch expettations, who forbade to 
do any evil, that any good might come, on 


pain of damnation ; and who declared, 


| that whoſoever loveth or maketh a he ſhall be n 
| cut off from all future good ? ' 


Iris unneceſſary to add any thing, un- 


| der this head, further than to obſerve, that 
arguments of this nature are allowed, by 
Mr. Hume himſelf, to have the ſame force 
with thoſe, which are founded on natural 


cauſes. In his Eflay on L iberty : and Ne- 


ceſſity, he obſerves---+ When we conlider 
. how aptly natural and moral evidence link 
together, and form only one chain of argu- 
ment, we ſhall make no ſcrup'e to allow, 
that they are of the ſame Nature, and are 
derived from the ſame principles“ 


7 8 1 is incredible that wicked men, ſuch 


as impoltors ol caurle are, ſhould have 
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aimed at the objects, viſibly. aimed at, 


throughout che New-Teſtament. 


Tas whole end ſingly aimed at in the 


N ew-Teltament, is manifeſtly to make man- 


kind virtuous. The Hiſtory, Do&rines, 
Precepts, and Ordinances, unitedly urge 
men to nothing, but piety to God, a rea- 
ſonable government of themſelves, and juſ- 
tice and benevolence to each other. Can 
an impoſtor be imagined to aim at this end? 
On what grounds, can he be ſuppoſed to la- 
bor, for this purpoſe, through a life, encir- 
cled with daily and extreme diſtreſs, and 


voluntarily, and with undoubting pre- 


Terence, to meet a violent and ignominious 


death? I leave to infidels to explain the 


my ſtery, to unfold the principles, and ta 


; reconcile the purpoſe with the charakter. by 


4th. Tus Apoſtles lived ſo as. no de- 


ceiver ever lived. 


Tur Apoſtles not only appear to have 


be virtuous men, but have been gene⸗ 


rally acknowledged fairly to claim high 
diſtinction, in the liſt of the virtuous. To 
eſtabliſh this diſtinction nothing more is 
neceſſary, than to compare them with Phi- 


loſophers 1 in general, particularly with Infi- 


del Philoſophers. Let them be compared, 
tor inſtance, with Bolingbroke, Hume, 
Voltaire, and Rouſſeau, and there will be 
found not a near r reſemblance, but, in moſt 
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alp a ſtriking contraſt, Nor are they 


totally ſuperiour | to Infidels alone; but to 
men of virtue and picty. In the molt exatt, 
ſublime, refined, and enduring virtue, they 


| ſtand alone; and very remote from any 
rival. How is ſuch a character to be re- 
coneiled with a life of impoſture ; * 


An impoſition committed to ſo many 


| 10 could not have eſcaped detection. 


Tux number of the Apoſtles, kciodi 
Matthias and Paul, was thirteen, and ag | 


of their coadjutors, though unknown, wa 
evidently much greater. Seventy were 
commiſſioned, as preachers, by CuRIST ; 
and many more by the Apoſtles. Perhaps i 
there never was any plot committed to ſuch 
a number of perſons, without deteQtion ; _ 
even where it reſpetted a ſingle action, ex- 
iſted for a little period, and was not extort- 
ed by any diltrefling acts of violence. But 
here the ſecret, if we ſuppoſe a ſecret to 
have exiſted, was a deſign, the moſt com- 
plex, and the moſt extenſive, which ever 
entered into the human mind; and the 
- proſecution of it was extended through life 


and embittered with oppoſition, hatred, 


want, and infamy. Vet no one of the 
number ever diſcovered i it, although they 
had frequent and zealous contentions, and 
although none gained, and all ſuffered by 
the concealment. Not a hint of this nature 


is given, nor a ſuſpicion warranted, by the 


N 


* —— * * * * as 
% 0 A 


E 
T 
2 


a — — 
— — Ds - 
> — do — _ — 


2 — ro vu" 


DD 


K 


n 
Nn 


oe . 
— —ę— 


— ——  — — — — — 
tl 
88 * 


2 = o * 8 * — 1 - * Y - 
\ wy 0 7 * * Fa Adin: rh - —-, — 
v Y "1 8 * ö * EY. ” — 5205 mmm bp = 
— 1 — wal TIT REX _ GT 
4 a PR”. . 2 8 — — — — 3 
1 2 . 5 4 ˙ A—%—ꝛĩÜĩöM').— — — — N > —  — —— - — * ens 
— . ——. ——. — =, ne — . ˙ - —-- 2 : 
: 3 a 
. if PRI : e * „ 
* nr 4 I 22 n 
> 80 . - ; 
\ * — "x 


/ o 


' SENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY 


EL whole teſtimony of antiquity. Would: an 
opinion fraught with fuch incredibility, as 
N attends that, "which is here combated, be 


admitted, or even ſuggeſted | on any other 


ſubjett 2. PE ie rg ws 


Ar the ſame time, it is to be remember- 
ed, that their underſtanding, and informa- 


ion, in human policy was too confined, to 


allow of ſuch concealment, even if, in 74 
er circumſtances, it had been poſlible.---- 
They were all plain men; like the farmers 
and mechanics of this country ; ; only far 
leſs informed. Such men, limited wholly 
and of neceſſity, to their own narrow Circle 
ol buſinels, to provide ſubſiſtence for them 
ſelves and their families, cannot be believ- 
ed, in that buſinels, to have imbibed ſo 
profound a policy, or arts of ſuch complete 
and lagacious impoſition. Be 


F ROM theſe arguments it appears incredi— 


ble, that the Apoſtles were deceivers. It 
may, however, not be improper to ſuggeſt 
the following reaſons to prove, that hey 
were neither deceivers, nor deceived. 


aſt, They publiſhed we . of - 
Cunts, concerning the deltruttion of je- 
ruſalem, ſeveral years, before that event 


took place. 


8 three firſt Goſpels, 3 in Which that 
event is predicted, were publiſhed as early, 
at leaſt as the year ſixty-four; and Jeruſa- 


r 
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tem was taken, by Titus, on the eighth of 
September, in the year ſeventy. This pro- 
phecy contains ſo minute and explicit a 
— deſcription of the event, under conſidera- 
tion, with regard to perſons, time, and cir- 


: 4 EL cumſtances, as to exclude the poſſibilitv of 
- aany material miſtake. The Evangeliſts, 
1 therefore, in giving this prediction to man- 
) kind, put their Maſter's character, and their 
own together with the whole Chriſtian cauſe, 


on the iſſue. If the prediction were not 
exactly fulfilled, all fell at once. This they 
could not but know; and plainly, there- 
fore, could not, unleſs they fully believed 
the prediction, have publiſhed it to the 
world. But, if they were deceivers, they 
could not have believed it. The 
quence is obvious, and undeniable. 


Tunrthey were not deceived, with re- 

card either to the prediction, or the cha- 

racter of CHRIST, is, with like evidence, 
proved by the fulfilment of the prediction: 
©, fulfilment lo exact, and entire, as to re- 
move every doubt; eſpecially when it is 
remembered, that the Hiſtorian, who, from 
| his own knowledge and preſence, has con- 
_ firmed this truth, was a Phariſce. 5 


2d. Tus propoſition is evidenced by 
their total inability, of themſelves, to ſorm, | 
| and to fill up fuch a character, as that of 


JEsvs CuRIST. 
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To form d perſect character, and to fill 
it up with ſuch traits, as to make it appear 
like a real, living, ading being, or like 


one, who has really lived, and atted, in the 


world, and to give it proper and charaR- 


eriſtical ſentiments and manners, is per- 


haps, as hard a taſk, as was ever underta- 
ken by the human genius. 


men, of Heathen antiquity, has attempt- 
ed it, in his Eneas.—- With his ſucceſs 
this Audience are ſufficiently acquaint- 
ed. Encas, in the hands of this great 


_ maſter of fine writing, is not only a ſpi- 5 


unamiable perſon, but is 
tinctured, throughout, With groſſneſs and 


ritleſs and 


immorality. The Heathens, indeed, have 


not, in their poetry, exhibited one dniable 13 


character, becauſe, as is juſtly obſerved by 


the Author of the Rambler, they were un- 


acquainted with Revelation. T hey had no 


virtuous models, from which to copy; and 
like other men, were wholly unable to Form 


fuch a charafter by mere imagination. 
Their morals were ſo groſs and, their con- 


_ ceptions of virtue lo imperfect, that the 


proper features of ſuch a character appear 
not to have: centered their Conception. 


f Bur what viii could not perform each 
ol the four Evangeliſts has in the moſt finiſh- 


ed manner performed. The character of 


; Irsus CARIST is wholly that of a real. 


wing, acting perſon ; as diſtin as that of 


Virgil, one of 
the greateſt geniuſes, and one of the wiſeſt 
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Hamlet, Or Achilles. At the ſame time, 
it is a character of finiſhed perfection. All 


the parts of it are ſuited entirely to each 


other, and, united, conſtitute, beyond com- 


pariſon, the faireſt image of pure, uniform 


and exalted virtue, which ever entered in- 
to the human mind. The piety, the bene- 


volence, the wiſdom, the integrity, the love- 


lineſs, of the Redeemer have had no rival, 


no ſecond, even in the higheſt efforts 
of the nobleſt imagination. His Doctrines 


viſibly excel all other doctrines; his pre- 
cepts triumph over all other moral rules; 
and his conduct leaves out of compariſon 
every human example. Notwithſtanding 


the beſt and wiſeſt of mankind have labori- 
ouſly imbibed his wiſdom, and ſtudiouſly 


formed themſelves by his precepts, he ſtil] 5 
ſtands alone; the meridian ſun, in whoſe 
preſence every little luminary “ hides its 


diminiſhed head.” 


"Dr this ſabjeR, Ge is no te as 


there can be no doubt. Almoſt all the wiſe 
men, who have lived, fince the Chriſtian 
era, and all the virtuous, have united in 
this ſentiment ; and far more of ſuch men 


than the whole earth has produced beſides, 
have diligently ſtudied the books, in which 


the Hiitory of this glorious perſon is con- 
| tained ; and they have, with one voice, 
agreed, that the wiſdom manifeſted in them 


1s gs Heaven, and that the Author of it 


is the SON of Gop, In the meantime, his 
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ration al charafter have wrou ght 1 in 


the world, the greateſt change, which it has 


ever experienced, and become the ſource 
of almoſt all the juſt, moral ſentiments, and 


amiable moral conduct, which have exiſted, 


fince this Hiſtory was firſt publiſhed, in the 


| Goſpel. The excellence and preeminence 


of his Character i 1s, therefore, fully eſtab- 


liſhed, and has been ee a by any : 
Lokidels, beſide en. . 


Corp fach A "charather be hs: refalt e ei- 


ther of enthuſiaſm, or of deceit? Whence 
had the Apoſtles ſuch ideas! ? How were me- 


chanics and fiſhermen enabled to accom- 


pliſh what none of the human race, beſide 
them, has ever accompliſhed ? Can we ſup- 
poſe the fiſhermen of Judea to have been. 
lo totally ſuperiour not only to the fiſher- 
men, but to all the. wiſe and learned men, 
of every other country ? FN 


gd. If we allow this ably to 1 
exiſted, we ſhall ſtill be wholly unable to 
account for their forming ſuch a Charabter, 
"AS; ' that of CuRIST. 


Tuk Apolties have given us he 7 


ter of the Meſſiah. This Perſon theyx with . 
their whole nation, expected to appear, in 
- circumſtances of the higheſt temporal gran- 


deur and dignity. With this preconcep- 
tion firmly riveted, the Apoſtles cannot be 


Tuppoled to have departed, wit h out ſome 
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adequate : cauſe; from all their preceding 


ideas of this ſplendid Perſonage, and io 


have formed a character of him ſo greatly 
reverſed, as that, which they have actually 
formed. Nor can any cauſe be conceived 
to be an adequate one, unleſs of equal 

1 magnitude with that, which themſelves have 

left upon record. Nothing, leſs than the 
evidence of their on eyes and ears, will 


account for this fact. They muſt have 
thoroughly known the perſon, to be able to 


_ deſcribe the character, and by irreſiſtable 


eonvittion have been forced to renounce 
all their former prejudices, to be willing. 


4th. Tax truth of the Apoſtles teſtimo- 


ny is evinced by the atteſtations of their 


Enemies tothe principal fats, which. they 


rde 


"Tu Kenan of Judas t to the whole. 


| Character of Cux1s7T, eſpecially his mo- 


ral charatter, may be Ty eſteemed deci- | 
hve. . 


Ta DAS had every. advantage for 1 


the whole character and conduct of CuRIsT, 


and every conceivable temptation to pub- 
liſh whatever was defettive in it. If he 


_ preached not the wiſdom, if he wrought not 
the miracles, if he practiſed not the virtues, 


profeſſed by himſelf, and attributed to him 
by others, "Tadas could not have been ig 
norant of the failure, nor have neglected to 
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publiſh the impoſition. 


to judge, of both. 
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temptations operated in the higheſt degree, 


he hasnot only accuſed him of nothing, and 
but by 
accompliſhing, at this trying period, his 
own death, has given the cleareſt proof 
that, in his View: CuRIST was what he pro- 
feſſed to be; a preacher of truth, a perfect 
example of holineſs, the author of the moſt 
wonderful miracles, ANG, in a Wards”; ne 


directly declared him innocent; 


JON of Gov. 


Tus Jews were gene moſt bitter 
enemies to CHRIST. His miracles and 


life were exhibited to them daily, in ſuch 


a manner, as to enable them competently 
If it could have been 
done with a ſhadow of pretence, they muſt 


therefore, have denied his miracles, and aſ- 
| A few inſtances of 
| ſuchaſperſion are recorded in the Goſpel ; 
I need not mention how groundleſs, or how 
contemptible. 
ble more groundleſs, and more contempti- 
ble, are handed down in the || Miſhna, and 
in the Talmud. Generally they dared not 
to call his character at all in queſtion, until 
long after the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity 
throughout the Roman Empire ; as I ſhall 
n, evince, by. a paſſage. from Origen, 


perſed his character. 


Similar aſperſions, if poſſi- 


J Mithna, a Collection of Jewiſh en dos made by 
Rabbi J-kuda, ahout the year one hundred and exghty = 
Talmud a Commentary on the M:ſhna, There are two 
Talmud's, thc Jeruſalem Talmud, and the B.bylowan, 


But, white his 
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which 1 conceive fairly to Aer ide this queſ- 


tion. His miracles they denied neither in 


the Goſpels, nor in the Miſhna and Tal- 
mud; but acknowledged their exiſtence 
fully; attributing them, in the one, to a 

concert with Belzebub, and, in the other 
to magic, which they aſſert him to have : 
learned in Egypt. In the mean time, theſe 
| laſt mentioned books, written with the moſt 

malignant oppoſition to Chriſtianity, give 
atteſtation to the exiſtence of CURISTH, as 
the Author of a new Religion, and as a 
Worker of miracles; to the ſtate of the 


Jews, as deſcribed in the Goſpels ; to his 


| Diſciples, as having. followed him, and 


wrought miracles in his name; to the deſ- 


truction of Jeruſalem; to the riſe, and the 
prevalence, of Chriſtianity ; and to the 


conſtancy of the Chriſtians, in its early pe- 
riods. 


3 che 3 whoſe hatred. to 


Chriſtianity needs not to be ſpecified (be- 
ſide the teſtimony aſſerted, bw Juſtin Mar- 
tyr and Tertullian, to be contained in the 


Acts of Pilate, the exiſtence and authenti- 
city of which cannot, it is preſumed, be 


fairly diſputed) Tacitus, the Roman Hiſto- 


rian whoſe character, as a writer, requires 


no remarks, and who flouriſhed about the 
year one hundred, thirty-ſix years aſter the 
Goſpels of Mathew and Mark, were Writ- 


ten, declares the time, name, country, and 
charatter, of Cunlsr, as the Author of the 
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Chriſtian Religion; 2 witneſs to his 


trial, and death under Pontius Pilate, pro- 
curator of Judea, and to the expectation of 


the Meſſiah by the Jews; and records the 


deſtruttion of Jeruſalem, together with the 


principal events which attended it; the 
great numbers of Chriſtians, at this early 
period exiſting in Rome, Judea, and other 


places; and the terrible perſecution of 


hems by Nero. 


Tus ſame things, generally, are teſtified. > 


* Sulpicius, Anno four hundred. 


T1nz-baniſhment of the Jews, from Rome, 


by Claudius, is aſſerted by Suctonius, An- 
no one hundred and ten; as is alſo the deſ- 
truction of Jeruſalem. Ree 


Taz Emperors Trajan, Anno one hun- 
dred and ſeven, and Adrian, Anno one- 


bundred and ſeventeen, teſtify ſeycral 1 inter- 


eſting chings concerning the Chriſtians; 
particularly "their great numbers, innocence, 


| and conflancy. 


PuIvy, Anno one hundred and ſeven, 


beſide the things juſt mentioned, informs. 


us, that the Chriltians ſteadfaltly oppoſed 


_ Idolatry; worſhipped, in Aﬀemblies, on 
the Lord's day; ſung bymns to CuRIsT, as 


a Gop; held agapœ, or feaſts of charity ; 


hal church officers ; and engaged, by oath 


to commit neither theft, robbery, nor adul- 


g % 
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tery, nor ever to falſify their: word, nor to 


| betray any truſt. 


| Cer5vs, the famous Epicurean phitols. 
pher and bitter champion for Heatheniſm 


againſt Chriſtianity, Anno one hundredand 
. ſeventy ſix, one hundred and thirteen years 
alter the firſt written Goſpel, teſtifies be- 
ſide the things already mentioned, that 


there were books, written by the Difciples 


of CarisT, containing an account of his 
life and actions, his own diſcourſes and 
words; particularly ſeveral predittions of 


his; his Name Logos, or the Word of 
Gop; his genealogy, and that of Mary, his 


mother. He further teſtifies, that he was 


born of a Virgin, and was reputed to be 


1 the ſon of a Carpenter; that the Chalde- 
ans were reported to have come, and wor- 
ſhipped him, when he was an infant; that 


Herod the Tetrarch, being informed of this, 
ordered all, who had been born in that 


village, about that time, to be killed, in- 
tending to kill him, leſt he ſhould after- 
_ wards take the government; that he was 
carried into Egypt, leſt he ſhould be killed ; 
that Angels were ſent, on his account; lat 
he was baptized by John; that che Hory 
Gnosr deſcended on him, in the ſhape of 
a Dove; that a voice from Heaven, de- 
clared him to be the Son of Gop; that he 


was very poor; went about from place to 
place; took to himſelf ten or eleven, ab- 
Jetts, or low propre; healed dileaſes; ; and 


py 
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raiſed the dead; fed multitudes with a few 
loaves, of which large fragments were left; 
was called a Nazaræan; reprefented him- 


ſelf as ſent to call not the righteous, but 


ſinners to repentance ; forbade the anxious 
purſuit of riches; expoſed the difficulty of 


obtaining immortal life by the rich; was 
called upon to ſhow a ſign in the temple ; 
was deſerted, denied, and betrayed, by his 

companions; was derided, clad in a purple 
robe, crowned with thorus; had a reed put 

into his hands, thirſted, and had gall and 
vinegar given to him; that blood flowed. 


from is ſide ; that be died a ſhameful _ 


death, and was eviled at his death; - thathe 


foreknew, and foretold his fefferings; roſe 
again from the dead; ſhewed bimſelf to a 
woman, and to feveral others ; ſhewed the 


marks of the nails; breathed on his Diſci- 


ples; was the firſt Author of the Chriſtian 


perſuaſion; taught the doctrine but a few 


| years before Celſus wrote; was at that 


time eſteemed ſuperior to Angels, reckon- 


ed to be the Son of Gop, and called a 
Gp; and that one Angel, and, in another 


place, two, were ſaid to appear at the ſepul- 
cre of [:sUs. Celſus, alſo, teſtifies further 


that the Doctrine of the Reſurrection of the 
Body, and of a future, Immortal Life, 
founded on the life, death, and preaching, 


of Chriſt, was recorded by his Diſciples; 


that many Jews believed on him, and for- 


ſook the worſhip of their own” country ; 


that his followers were; at firſt, M in num 
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ber, ani of one wind; that they afterwards 


became numerous, ſpread abroad, and were 


divided in opinion; that they cuſtomarily. 


met together, in aſſemblies, and there taught 
things agreeable to their ſentiments ; that 


they were forbidden to partake in idol- 
feaſts, and refuſed to join in 1dol-worſhip ; 


crucifixion of Jes SU 8. 


JoriAx, who was poſſeſſed of mol of 


and that the Jews were N for the 


the learning of his age, who had the edu- 


cation of a Chriſtian, and the malice of an 


Apoſtate, and whoſe teſtimony, therefore, 


wil not be ſuſpected, declares that CAI T 
was born, 1 in the reign of Auguſtus, and at 
the time of, taxing, or enrolment, made by 

Cyrenius, or Quirinus ; that the Chriſtian 
Religion aroſe, in the time of Tiberius, 


and Claudius; that the Hiſtorical books 
of the New-Teſtament were genuine, and 
authentic; that they were the only Hiſto- 
Tical books, acknowledged, as of ſacred. 


authority, by the Chriſtians, and the only 
authentic memoirs of CHRIST, and his 


Apoſtles; that the Goſpels were written as 
early, as is generally believed; and parti- 
cularly, that e s, the laſt, was written 

eath of Peter and Paul. He 
alſo teſtifies, that CHRIST cured the blind, 
the lame, and the poſſeſſed, rebuked the 
winds, and walked on the waves; ; that there. 


ſoon after the 


were multitudes of Chriſtians in Greece, 


and in Italy, before Jobn wrote his Yue? 


, 
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that, befide perſons in humble life, Cor- 


nelius and Sergius Paulus were Chriſtians ; 


and that Peter and Paul were che great 
preachers of Chriſtianity.“ 


Tux teſtimonies of Porphyry and Hiero- 2 
cles are alſo, in ſeveral reſpefts, of conſi- 
derable value. It is greatly to be-vegret- 
ed, that ſo ſmall a part of their works, eſpe- 


cially of thoſe of Porphyry, is now remain- 
-Y From the ſcope of them, ſo far as we 


1 informed, they would have furniſhed a 


highly intereſting teſtimony to the Scrip- 


tures. A minute account of their remain- 
ing teſtimony cannot now be given; but 


it ought to be obſerved, that they, together 


with Celſus and Julian, acknowlege the 
genuineneſs and authenticity of theſe books; 
and miſerably evade the force of the argu- 
ment, from the miracles of CuxtsT and his 


Apoſtles, by een them to magic. 


Tut are, alſo, ſtill remaining, many 
other uſcful Heathen teſtimonies, which 


Cannot now be particularly mentioned. 


* OOTY thoſe. which have been mention- 


> ed, the concluſion appears to be fairly 


drawn, that the Apoſtles have given a true 
: toRimony to Mankind. F. rom Celſus, el- 


* "Jullim. aimed to FUE the Chrifian kligion, but 
has con firmed it. His arguments vgainfſt it are perfectly 


: harmleſs, and inſufficient to unlettle the weakett Chriſtians 
| Zara mer. 
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pecially, do we derive deciſive evidence of 
this truth. It is not here deſigned to re- 
preſent this Philoſopher, as receiving the ſe 
things, in the manner, in which we recieve 
them. In this caſe, he muſt have been a 


Chriſtian. But he conſidered them, as the 


acknowledged repreſentations of the Evan- 
geliſts, eye and ear witneſſes of the things 


> which they declare; repreſentations, in his 


own time, univerſally received by Chril- 


| tians, and never impeached. It ought, 


> however, to be here obſerved, that Origen 


declares Celſus to have, by inſinuation, aſ- 


7 perſed, in ſome degree, the character of 
Cunts, though with nothing infamous; 
and to have been the only perſon, of whom 


himſelf had ever heard, as having aſperſed 


aim at all. This declaratign of Origen may be 
ee.ſteemed a full proof of the perfect ſpotleſſ - 
= nels of CHRIS r's Character, from his death 
— to the time of Celſus: for Origen could 
= Not but know, and has undoubtedly declar- 
ac, the truth. JFF 


th. Tux truth of the Apoſtles, teſtimo- 
ny is proved in a peculiar manner, by ſev- 


eral important inſtitutions, and memorials 
of intereſting facts, which they have record- 


ed. Theſe inſtitutions and memorials are, 


Luft. Baptiſm, introduced in the room of 
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tabliſned in the Law of Moſes, acknow- 
ledged by all the Jews, by the Apoſtles, 
and by CHRIST himſelf, to be the Word of 

So; and were, therefore, of unqueſtion- | 
6s divine ane 15 


| ple of their prophets, prieſts, and kings; 
and by a National adherence of many cen- 


ad. The Lord's ogy inſtead of the == 


an q re * „ 
SY bo 5 4 


mT The Firſt- day Sabbath inſtead Fe; the 


Seventh day Sabbath: 


4th. The Chaitin: voii. inflead of | 


the Temple-worſhip : 


* The Chriſtian Church, inftead of the 3 


bob 


th. Weesen of: r as Gov ; 3 


= and alſo Invocation i in his N ame. 


Ow: theſe it is 105 be Surren 8 


that the firſt Chriſtians, among whom theſe 
Inſtitutions and memorials were originally 7 
eſtabliſhed, were Jews, and were allo nu- 
merous ; as the New- Teſtament, and Hea- 
then, Jewiſh and Chriſtian Antiquity uni- 

| - tedly declares. By Jews, therefore, the 
were. firſt received. This being premiſed, 1 5 

I would fi urther obſerve, Merv _ 


1ſt. Tuzsz Jewiſh' inſtitutions” were eſ⸗ 


44. Tu EY were 88 by 50 exam 
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tiuries; even from the commencement of 
> their National exiſtence, te to 5 time of the 
1 a 8 l 


04 d. Tuzy were ace by the penal 
3 I Jawy of Moſes ; ſo that to fail of the com- 
manded adherence to en was puniſhed | 

. with 7 „„ 5 


Wy Tu EY vere ace by Gear P 8 
q uniform) obſervance of enn and by: that 
'q 1 Apoſtles. A e ary an 


sth. Tazv were. e in the LES 
of _— Jews by pride and GMs in 3 5 


1 6h. Tr HEY, W the EP If the Moſaic 
Ep ſyſtem, were univerfally conſidered, by the 
- Jews, of that gs as ee 10 be ewe 

= ual. 8 Erik | 


Bor che nen ain all dhele high fanc- 5 
tions, and the unprecedented attachment off 
the Jews to theſe inſtitutions, as the means 
ol perſonal, and national diſtinction, the 
> Chriſtian inſtitutions above mentioned were - 
introduced in their Pieces Ad to their an- 
nihilasiat, 5 3 15 


Ix the year forty nine, or fey, l the ea 
Church at Jeruſalem, conſiſting of the 
Apoſtles, Elders, and Brethren, decreed, 
that the Gentiles, whoſe memberſhip in the 
* 3 when * had be- 
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fore Jer; equally PR that of "A 


s themſelves, on an exact conformity to 


theſe Moſaic inſtitutions, ſhould not be un- 


der any obligation to obſerve them. This 


event may he confidered as the annibilation 


of cheſe inſtitutions, in the Chriſtian Church; 


for, though: the Nazarzan Chriſtians appear 
with ſome others, to have continued Jew- 
ih obfervances, aſter this period, yet a blow 


was then given to them, from which they 


never recovered. Many of the Jews ap- 


pear to have totally negledted them, from 


ads period, and, in ſpite of their former 
| moft bigoted 1 . 8 to. have viewed 


85 mem as done away. 


. on what principles c can we account «for 
his ſingular event? The Moſaic Inſtitu- 
tions were confidered by all Chriſtians, as 
being of divine authority; and were public- 
ly afferted to be fo, by the Apoſtles, and by 
theis Maſter. . Could others be introduced 


imo their place, which were not. acknow- 
Jedged to be of at lealt equal authority! 7 


2 Bavrian and the Lord's Supper were pro- 
5 refed. to be memorials of Cuxr1sT's Death 
and of the cleanſing of fin, by the effufion of 

his blood, declared to have been ſhed pub 
licly, at Jeruſalem, and on the feaſt of the 
Paſſover, by the Roman Government, and 


the Jewiſh Sanhedrim. Is it poſſible, that 


Cuts r ſhould not have been known thus 


to have poured out his blood; or that his 
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ſufferings ſhould have been thus commemo- 
rated by thoſe, who being conſtantly ap- 
pealed to, as eye witneſſes of his death, yet 


2 not knou, that he had thus died * 


Tus Firſt day Sabbath 1 was aaa, im- 


mediately after the day of Pentecoſt, as a 

memorial of CuxisT's ReſurreQion from 
the dead. Could Jews be ſuppoled to 
Unite in obſerving this inſtitution, upon 
ſuch an appeal, if CHRIST had not been on 


the beſt grounds believed to have riſen ; | 


and if circumſtances, leſs extraordinary than 


ſplendid ritual Of the Temple; a Form of 


and affecting by the moſt forcible exhibi- 


tions to 1 8 and imagination; unleſs 


_ Cuxisr had been certainly known to have 


| thoſe alledged, had accompanied his Death 
and reſlirreRion - or if either were leſs 


convincingly atteſted, than | is alſerted in 
he Sabel 7 


1s it e that the n could bh . 
even liſtened to, when prepoſing a Form of 
worſhip, new, entirely different from the 


ans 


worſhip, of which the Aaronic Pricſthood, 
ſacrifices, and purifications, were no part; 
and in which all men were placed upon a 
level with the Jews, all places made equally 
| facred wvh the Temple, and all perſons 
with the Prieſts ; a Form of worſhip, in 
which univerſal humbleneſs and ſpirituality 
== vere ſubſtituted in the room of unequalled 
pomp, and of ſervices rendered venerable 
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ever r heard of in this world. The pie 
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appeared, with proofs of a charaQter, not 
equal only, but fuperiour to that of Moles, 
and oſ an authority, fairly qualifying him to 

8 change what Gop himſelf was confeſſed to 
have once eſtabliſhed 3 OS 


"Pits 1 5 are, wich the ſame 
one, applicable to the ſubſtitution of the 
_ Chriſtian Church 3 in the VE of the 1 
5 iſn. 


peek + 6 the Invocation of the name of 8 
66 CHRIST, which, from Acts 7. 56. is 


proved to have exiſted, and from 1 Cor. 1. 


1. 2. Acts 9. 14, 20, 21. and from various 
other paſſages, is proved to have exiſted 
ſo extenſively, as to become a deſignation 
of Chriſtians in general, have been adopted 
even by the Apoſtles themſelves, and, much 
more, by other Jews, unleſs ſacts, as extra- 
ordinary as thole recorded in the Goſpels, 
| Had evidenced his charader and miſſion, 
and proved him to be the Sox of Gop, 
llent into this world to eſtabliſh a new and 
perfect Religion, and to ee the 
Salvation of mankind ? 


Axl theſe inſtitutions. were e profeſſedly 


built on facts, publicly appealed to, and 

wholly uncontradifted, for ages; facts of 
the moſt ſingular nature, and of the higheſt 

conceivable importance; facts, esel 5 


to have exiſted as proofs of a moſt wonder- 
ful Miſnion of che moſt wonderful Perſon, 
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ol theſe inſtitutions, therefore, by thoſe 
among whom theſe facts were declared to 


have exiſted, and who were appealed to as 


eye and ear witneſſes of their exiſtence, 


while theſe faQs were alledged, as the obli- 


gatory and only reaſons for ſueh adoption, 


appears to be an unanſwerable proof, that 


the facts themſelves exiſted, and of courſe 
that the Apoſtles have given a true teſtimo- 
ny concerning them. At the ſame time, 
the adoption of them by Jews, ſo circum- 
ſtanced, and direAly charged with being 


the enemies, and, in ſome ſenſe, the mur- 


derers, of the Perfbri who was thus com- 
= memorated and honoured, a Perſon who 
appeared always in the bumbleſt life, and 
in a character ſo oppoſite to that of their 
expected Meſſiah, adds ſuch a degree of 
eight to this <didente; as, one would im- 
= agine, muſt, if it were n N even HEALS | 


gainſaying. . 


th. Tus only remaining proof of hs 
point, which I ſhall now mention, is the 
apparent Integrity of the Narration itſelf"; 
and this, becauſe it is ſo obvious, and for 


generally and eaſily underſtood, : ſhall « con- 
ider ! in a ſummary manner. . 


: Tia Integrity of this Narration appears . 
in the firſt place, in the frank manner, in 
which the writers record the low condition. 
pf their Maſter, the contempt and oppoſi- 
=—_ tion, with which he met from the in ; 
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3 
Government. and Nation, his Tulferibad 


and death, and the ignomy, with which it 
was attended.” Nothing Was ever more un- 


like deſign, chan this account, conſidered | in 
all its . en 


ad. In the like 5 exhibition of their 
cn humble ſtate and character, their er- 
tors and faults, their prejudices and de- 
bates, and the numerous inſtances in which 
they deſervedly received wt e e the 

| n of Cukisr. [oy he 


2d. IN the peculiar ian icity and im- 
| partiality, with which they record falls 
Their Narrations are mere narrations of 


» Ti. > 1+ 


thin cauſe. In e caſe EA pn utter 


a comment, unleſs for. mere explanation. 
There is no opinion pronounced, a fingle 
inſtance excepted ; no praiſe given by them. 
to Cugisr; no blame charged upon his 

enemies; no expreſſion of wonder at his 

miracles, nor of abhorrence, at the injuſ- 

tice of his murderers; nothing aggravated ; 
nothing diminiſhed ; and, in a word, no 
appearance of thoſe feelings, which could 

not but be excited by the events, which. 
they relate, On the contrary, they appear 

to have ſacrified every human feeling to 

the cauſe of Truth, and to the obligations : 


of Duty. 


4th. In the entire harmony, which reigns; 


Z throughout their writings, They wrote, at 


lh. is 
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different times, and in different countries. 


The three firſt Evangeliſts appear never to 


have ſeen the Goſpels of each other; and 
John wrote more properly a ſupplement to 
their Goſpels, than a formal narrative of the 
Miſſion of CHRIST. That they wrote with- 
out any concert is certain from what they 
have written; and that their writings en- 


tirely harmonize was never denied, unleſs 
from the love of the denial. In time, place 95 


and circumſtance, in the charafters, con. 
du, and manners of thoſe, whom they | 
mention, there is an agreement, which can- 
not be paralleled. Had the Goſpels been 
fabricated by impoſiti ition, ſuch could not 


have been their charadter. Truth is always 


conſiſtent; Falſhood never. It is alſo to 
be obſerved, that al of them wrote feveral 
years, after the facts, which they have re- 
corded; took place. Such an agreement 
is, therefore, high and convincing evidence 
of the truth of their teſtimony. WES 


3d. Tir teſtimony of che Apoſtles hows 


been handed down to us, uncorrupted. — 
This I will endeavour ſummarily to evince, = 


in the following obſervations. | g 


al Tur paſſa ges quoted by the e 


Chriſtian writers, and by the Heathen alſo, 
are generally quoted in the ſame words, and 


almoſt always have the ſame ſenſe, which 
we find in paſſages now in the New-Teita- 
ment, BY 
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A LARGE part of the New-Teſtament, and 


particularly of the Hiſtorical books, might 


be obtained from theſe writers, in the very 
words contained in our printed New- 
Teſtaments. This, it is evident, would 


| have been impoſſible, had not all quoted 


from the ſame original writings. 


a In many inſtances, however; thair quo- 
tations are made i in words differing, more or 


leſs, from thoſe, which are acknowledged 


by us. On this YER it "_ bb n 
in the . 


aft, Pract, that theſe writers 1 u. 
| tentionally give only the ſenſe of the paſ- 
ſiage, as they ſeverally underſtand it. for 
courſe, judging differently, as we do, they 
neceſſarily wrote their different i interpreta- 
tions, in terms ſomewhat differing. Moſt 
of the acknowledged terms are frequently 


pressed; although in the inſtances now 
referred to, they are preſerved rather to 


expreſs the meaning happily, than to ac. 
cord exattly with the words of he Seriptu- 


ral writers. 4 


ad. Wines they differ, not unfrequent. 


ly. from each other, in the terms which 
they uſe, although generally and eaſilv re- 


concileable in the meaning. As this is 
done by thofe, who viſibly uſed, and ac. 
WEEN; the lame Scriptures, and har =_ 


548 


* or THz urw-TZST IEM r. 


monized 1 in their theological ſentiments, 3 135 
is evident, that their differences ſprung *. 
from the ſouree, to which ic is here attribu- 


ted. 


23ꝗd. Avihey e eee 
e that) for whom, they wrote, had the New- 
= Teſtament, as well as themſelves, and as the 
Aut henticity of theſe books was notthen 
called in queſtion, they quoted ſecurely, 
from memory knowing, that, if they made 
any miſtakes, their readers, as well as their 
a correſpondents, could eaſily corrett ow. 


RR NS 
I Eee, ET 


RRAaAYT. 


5 MY 


> Tarss quotations are often made mere- 
.I y co illuſtrate a doftrine, or to enforce an 
f X37 exhortation, reproof, or conſolation ; and 
„ 73 hence cannot be expected to poſſeſs verbal | 
-_ 

ſt 

7 

* 

0 


= exaQnels ; it being unneceſſary to the pur- 5 
I | 1 poſe! in een 50 | ; 


. 4th, Ms ok, 1 thus 3 
_ Lake were of more, and ſome of leſs accu- 
„ rate characters; and hence they: quoted 
„more or lets exactly. 


En Stb. 1 own PR having paſſed 

5 through the hands of many tranſcribers, are 
nov doubtleſs leſs exact, in this reſpect, than 

they originally were; ſo that we may well 


be Pe to find their differences lo Rwy - 
and ſo mall. A ets 3 ob = OO. 


. The Authenticity of the . at hs was 
never called} in queſtion „ until the ſixteenth Century. | 
Fevell's Boyl, Lect. To / 


/ 


/ 
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Sch. 811 they are of trifling impor- 
tance, and ſuch as do not maxerially ea a 


fingle doctrine, or fact. 


Pzxnays it may be though, that moſt bf 
thoſe, which are here called quotations, 
_ ought rather to be termed references, I 
have uſed the term quotations, becauſe it 
has appeared to me, that the writers aimed 
to quote, but did it W *r the 


nen which are bestand 


On this ſobjea, it ought Farther to be 


mentioned, that many of theſe writers dif. 


fered much in opinion, and diſputed warm 


ly, concerning ſeveral dottrines of high im- 


ortance. We may, therefore, well be aſ- 


| toniſhed, that the writers, of almoſt all ſes, 


mould ſo far agree in their quotations. So 


neral was this agreement, to the time of 
Origen, chat, though poflefled of more in- 
formation, concerning this ſubjea, than 


any, perhaps than all men living, he had 


never heard of any perſon (Marcion, his 


followers, the Valentinians, and perhaps 


Leucius, excepted) who had corrupted the 
. Seriptures. 


Non ought i it to be here fargonen, dint 
N theſe very differences are a ftanding proof, 


chat there was not the leaſt concert among 


Catholics, or Heretics, with reſpe& to this 
matter, nor any deſign formed, or even 


_ thought of, to impoſe theſe books on the 
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due ancient Chriſtians regarded the Scrip- 


. 


1 wilfully corrupted them. * 


x: tions . however be advanta geoully | 


ſed, and ridiculed by Infidels. Senna good 
men, although not at all Taken in their 
faith by theſe means, appear yet to regard 


18 | 


P. 
Zee evell“ . Li, 


| 0 rur urw TESTAMINT. „ 


thele writings with leſs profound venera- 
tion, than is obſervable in the ancient 
Chriſtians. By them the Scriptures were 
viewed with ſome ſuch reverence, as would 
naturally be rendered to Gop himſelf, 
manifeſted in this world, with glory becom- 
ing his Character. A remarkable ſpeci- 
men of this reverence, in the members of an 
ancient Church, is recorded in a letter, 
from St. Auſtin to St. Jerom, Jerom tranſ- 
lated the Old- Teſtament. The Biſhop of 


8 \ belief of mankind. ' On the contrary, they 
„ firmly on their own evidence; and left men 
5 '% to receive, or to reject them, ; as they ſhould : 
1 Tas Gogulat reverence, with which : 
"X77 tures, forbids even a ſuſpicion, — 7 


1 or his reverence ſome notice bas been 
8 already taken. A few additional obſerva- 


11 Tas Seriptures are now in \ every wo 
2 areulſed'as aſchool-book, quoted in ordina- 
ty converſation, and are queſtioned, oppo- 


7 
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the Church mentioned, uſed this iranflations: 
in divine ſervice. In the prophecy. of lo- 
nah, Jerom had rendered the Hebrew word, 
tranſlated Gourd, by the Latin word Hede- 


7a. In the former Latin tranſlation, ori- 


ginally uſed in this Church, the fame He- 


| hrew word was rendered by the Latih word 
Cucurbita. When the Biſhop read the pal- 


ed, were © alarmed,” ted would . ſinally 
jak the Biſhop, if he had not conſented to 
reſtore the original word. Such was their 


 watchſulneſs, andjealouſy, for the preſerva- 
tion of the purity of the Scriptures, even 
where no fad, V N or N was” 


| . concerned. 


$trvartd among e ole a hes: ; 
= 5 few men would dare to miſquote, or 
corrupt; and few would be inclined to do 
it, if they dared. Such corruptions alſo as 
exiſted, would be immediately detected, 

and regarded with the utmoſt deteſtation. 


Thus the corruptions of Marcion were 


founded throughout the Chriſtian church, 
and his name conſigned, for his villainy and : 


. gl to perpetual infamy. 


gd. Tux Chr iltian ſets were numerous; 3 


3 each watched over the conduct of the 
others, with a careſul, jealous, and prying 


| attention. 


Is there were at any time, an eſpe- 


cial temptation wilfullx to miſquote the 
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"4 &criptures, we eafily ſee, that it would pe- 


” culiarly reſpett thoſe paſſages which were 
” the favorite ones of particular ſeQs, and 
which were ſuppoſed moſt to befriend their 
charaQteriſtical opinions; but we allo ſee 
that theſe would, by each ſect, be watched 
with an eagle eye, and a continual appre- 
henſiveneſs of anger. Hence aroſe an ex- 
treme difficulty inacco mpliſhing a deſignof 
this nature, even if it were formed: a dif- 


1 | ficulty, greatly increaſed by the warmth of 


ſtrenuous controverſy, and by the deſire, 


and the pride, of victory. 


Tuzsg confiderations will faldith us 
with an eaſy and ſufficient explanation of a 
fact, otherwiſe very difficult to be explain- 
ed; viz. the general and ſurpriſing agree- 
ment among ſo many perſons thus differing 
and thus contending, found 1n cheir quota- 
tions of the et err 


AY Tur very great Cambs and diffa- 
| af of the copies of the New-T eſtament, 
rendered ſuch corruption, in any I de- 
gree, evidently impoſſible. 


Corixs of this volume were, at an early : 
period numerous in Spain, F rance, Italy, 8 


Greece, Macedonia, Africa proper, Egypt, 


n b 3 out, 
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Syria, Paleſtine, Aſia Minor, Armenia and 
Perſia. The general, apparent agreement 


of theſe copies is a demonſtration, 306 ve- 
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Ff little corruption has ever taken: Place in 
theſe books. BY | 


Stk. "Txs New-Teſtament was early. 
tranſlated into ſeveral languages. 


"Tax Old Latin tranflation was made 
moſt probably in the firſt * or very carly in 
the ſecond Century. Tertullian expreſsly 

declares, that there was a Latin Verſion of 
the Goſpels and, e e in his 
time. 
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Tur Second Syriacy and the Armenian, ; 
in the Fifth: and | 
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Tus Coptic 3 in the Sixth Century. 


ak mot. r 


Fg Ausrix dees that all attempts 5 
to corrupt the Scriptures were in vain, be- 
cauſe they were then tranflated into ſo ma- 0 
ny languages; ; were in the hands of people 
of every age and character; and were fo | 
5 warne lo eſteemed, and fo celebrated. 


* Michaelis e that n no man of . 7 Mit 

z excepted, denies this Verſion to have been done in the flirt 
Centary, Sec Travis's Letters to Gibbon ; from Which | 
this account of f the Verſievs here mentioned | is taken | | 


+ 
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3 5 Anno Dom. three hundred and ninety- 
by five. 


Sr. CurysosToOM alſo declares, Anno 
Dom. three hundred and ninety-eight, that 


they were, in his time, already rendered i in 


the languages of Britain, Syria, Egypt, Per- 
ſia, and India: and in the languages of all 
people in general, whether barbarians, or 
others. 5 0 


Ir may, 8 be both 3 wi - 
uſeful, in this place to recite a paſſage from 
Theodoret, 1 in which he refers to this ſub- 
jet. Anno Dom. four hundred and tweEn-, 
ty three. . 


« I wiLL compare the moſt celebrated 
law. givers of the Greeks with our Fiſher- 
men, Publicans, and Tent-makers; and 
ſhew the difference between them. The 
Laws of the former were forgotten, ſoon af- 


ter the death of thoſe, who enadted them, 


but the laws delivered by Fiſhermen have 
flouriſhed, and prevailed, and have been 


received, not only by Greeks, and Romans, 


but atſo by Scythians, Perſians and other 
Barbarians. The Heralds of truth were 


not, indeed, maſters of the Greek elo- 


quence ; but, filled with wiſdom, they have 


carried the divine doktrine to all nations, 


and have filled the whole world with 

writings, containing inſtructions concern- 

ing religion and virtue. All men, leaving 
* 

the dreams and ſpeculations of Philoſo- 
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=” 


phers, now nouriſh themſelves with the 
dottrines of Fiſhermen and Publicans, and 
ſtudy the writings of a Tent-maker. The 
| ſeven Wile men of Greece are forgotten; 
nor do the Greeks themſelves certainly 
| know their names; but Mathew, Bartholo- 
mew, and James, Moles. David and Ifai- 
ah, with the other Prophets and Apoſtles, 


are known to all men, as well as the names 


of their own children. Whom did Xeno- 
phanes, Parmenides, Pythagoras, Anaxago- 
ras, or Speuſippus leave as their ſucheſſors 
in Philoſophy > What city follows the 

| Laws of Plato's Republic? You can ſhew | 
none who now teach thoſe dottrines ; but 
ve can ſhew the power of the prophetical 
and Apoſtolical dottrines ; for the whole 
earth is filled with their words,” = 


2 8 Tan: Hebrew writings (of the O14 ad 

N New-Teſtament) are tranſtated not only in- 
to Greek, but into the Latin, Egyptian, 
Perſian, Indian, Armenian, Scythian, and 


Samaritan; in a word, into all the langua- 


ges uſed by the nations. Our Fiſhermen, 
Publicans, and Tent-makers, have perſua- 


ded not only Greeks, Romans, and Egypt- 


jans, but all nations of the earth, Nor are 

our dodtrines underſtood by thoſe, only, 
who prefide in the Churches, but by ſmiths, _ 
wool-combers, taylors, and artificers of all 
ſorts, by women, and maid- ſervants. Nor 

do thoſe only, who dwell in cities, but the 
country people, alſo, underfland, and arc 
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able to diſcourſe concerning our dcQrines ; ; 
they parts virtue, and ſhun vicious ac- 


tions. | 


4 Dos had Petre tried other ebe 


He taught all men by the wonderful frame 
ol the univerſe. The Jews he reclaimed 


by the Law and the Prophets. But a more 
effectual remedy was wanting; and experi- 
ence has ſhown the benefit of it. The 
whole world has now been enlightened, 


and idolatry aboliſhed. Greeks, Romans, 


Barbarians, acknowleage: a cruciſied Sa- 
viour. BEST, | 


c "Company theſe Riege and Pub. 


licaus with the Greek and Roman: Law- 
givers. You will find, that thoſe Law giv- 


ers could not perſuade even their own 


neighbours to live according to their laws; 


but theſe Galilæans have perſuaded not on- 


ly Greeks and Romans to embrace the 


Law, and the Doarine of the Goſpel, but - 


the ſubjedts of the Roman Empire in gene- 


ral, together with Scythians, Sarmatians, 

I Ethiopians, Perſians, Britons, and 
Germans. Indeed they have brought all 
nations, and men of all forts, to receive the 


Laws ot a crucified man; and that not by 


arms, ſoldiers, or Portion violence, but by 
reaſonings and arguments, ſhewing the ule- 
fulneſs of thoſe Laws. People, whom Au- 
guſtus and the whole power of the Roman 
Empire could not induce to receive their 
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74 eee AND AUTHENTICITY 


Jaws, venerate the writings of peter, Paul, | 
John, Mathew, Luke and Mark, as if they 
: had been ſent down from Heaven.“ 


6th; Tust books were alfo publicly 
read, in all the Chriſtian  Aﬀemblies, 
throughout the world. . 


Turs praftice began, when the books. 
were juſt received by | the Chriſtian Church- 
es. * Paul laid the Paſtors of the Church 
at Theſſalonica under an octh to cauſe hs 
firft Epiſile to that Church to be read to all. 
the holy Brethren, and directed the Colol- 
ſtans both to read the Epiſtle from Laodicea, 
and to cauſe. the Epiſtle to the Coloſſians 
ta be read alſo in the Church of the Laodiceans. 
Andy with an immediate view to this pur- 
poſe, ſeveral of the Epiſtles appear to have 

deen inſcribed ; one to the Churches of Ga- 

alia; mother To the Church of Corinth, 
end to all them, who, in very place, call % % 
the name of Jesvs Cunlsr. 


Tots practice of Pub iclyh nes the = 


Scriptures, originated by Moſes, and ſanc- 
tioned by Apoltolie authority, has continu- 


ed to the prefent day. When we gonfider = 


the charatter of thoſe, before whom they 
were read, men who ſo revered them as to 
be ready to lay down their lives for them, 
who proporuonally.: ſtudied ths and who 


1 See Dr. Mackvight's $ New Tran fl. tion of thi reit bs, 
Pit), * *. | 


them, even in one inſtance, rendered, by 


257 e this practice, extremely dilſicult. Beyond | 
ly all computation muſt the difficulty be en- 
83 creaſed of corrupting them ſo generally, 

adds to produce any important effect. To 


ks 1 . induce ſo many perſons, ſo remote in place, 
0 and agreeing ſo entirely in the higheſt rev- 
78 ſuppoſable let of corruptions, or to impoſe 
men ſo circumſtanced, muſt have been too 


1 vi iſionary or wicked. 
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8 : ions, that theſe books have been materia 
= 1 
the 


no- Ax accurate account of the ae 


me 1 bor the New-Teſtament cannot be expetted 


ler. 1 from one, who is both removed from the 


as: -| © places of their exiſtence, and unpolſleſſed of 

to 1 uch books, as contain a juſt exhibition of 

m, | - their number and charadter. At the ſame 

ho 3 time, the following oblery ations Cannot he 
© unacceptable to thfs audience. 
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ere to the laſt degree jealous of their pu- 
ey 1 rity, we cannot but ſee the corruption of 


differing ſo much in character and opinion, 
iis erence ſor the Scriptures, to conſent to any 

5 ſuch corruptions generally on a body of 
a evident an impoſlibility, to be ſeriouſly un- 


1 i dertaken by any man, or men, however 


_ Ich. Taz Kamber of Manuſcripts of . 
- 12 Neu- Teſtament, at preſent, or lately exiſt- 
n, ing, is very conſiderable; and theſe ſo 
0% generally agree, as to forbid all apprchen- 
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FC OEXVIKENESS * avruzoriery 


iſt. Tix * Alexandrian MS is ung ue. 
tionably of very great antiquity: This MS 
was given by Cyril Lucaris, Patriarch of 
Alexandria, when tranflated to the ſee of 
Conftantmople, to Sir Thomas Roe, the 
Britiſh Embaſſador at the Porte, Anno 
Dom. fixteen hundred twenty eight, and 
was declared by the Patriarch to have 
been written early in the Fourth Century, 
by Thecla; a noble Egyptian Lady. By Dr. 
Grabe who has publiſhed a particular account 
of it, it is believed to have been written in the 

50 fourch, and by others 1 in the fifth Century. 


1 MS. contains ot thee - Canonical 


books of both Teſtaments, and a catalogue 
of them all. It contains alſo ſeveral books 
of the Apocrapha, and a few other writings 
of the like character; ſuch as the Ad an- 
cient Chriſtians: efteemed uſeful, and read 
at times, in their public affemblics : : as we 
ſometimes read the ſermons of eminent Di- 
vines in ours. There is not, as has been 
already obſerved, in all antiquity, the leaſt 
evidence, that any writings, but thoſe now 
_ eſteemed Canonical, were ever ſo efteem- 
ed. On the contrary all others are placed 


in a totally different liſt and Charakter. Vet 


many books of the fathers were, and very 
juſtly, accounted ulefu] and edifying. FP 
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+2d. Tur dien edamentz of Frafinus, 


| | v7 Robert Stephens, Beza, and the Editors of 


©: Compiutum, were collated with a great 
number of MSS; and with a care and in- 
tegrity which generally does the Editors the 


| E 1 © higheſt honour. 


25 8 + gd. Pin of Weiſtein was formed 


rom a conſultation of fixty five MSS. | 
All of them did not, however, C contain the 
Whole we nennen 


4 Ach. D are now remaining in pub- 5 


125 1 lie and private libraries, in Europe, more 
MSS. of the New-Teſtament, of different 
7 ages, than of any other ancient writings 
whatever. Many of theſe are of great an- 
== tquity. 


0% % 


TursE MSS. may be conſidered, as 4 


EE” ving, by their general agreement, decided 
 * this queſtion ; and as proving the opinion 

ol St. Auguſtine to be juſt, that it was im- 
— poſſible materially | to corrupt the Serip- 
H tures. 


Tuus have I finiſhed the arguments, 


24 which I propoſed to produce, in ſupport of 


the Genuineneſ; and Authenticity of che 
N ew-Teſtament, 
1 See Travis 8 ters 1 to eden b 


Il See Dr. Nackright J New tranflation of the Epiltes 
Prel. 1 75 2. 
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73 GENUINENESS AND AUTHENTICITY be. 


No queſtion, perhaps, can be of more 


* \donznce to the divine Authority of the 
ſacred Volume, than this. If its Genuine- 
neſs and Authenticity be eſtabliſhed, its 
Authority i 1s allo eſtabliſhed. 981 


Ir there was ſuch a perlon as Ixsus 


nnn if he was ſo born; if he ſo lived; 
if he was ſo atteſted; if he ſo preached, 
wrought miracles, died, roſe from the dead, 

aſcended to e commiſſioned bis 


Apoſtles, and enabled them to preach, 


work miracles in his name, and erect his 
kingdom through the world, in the manner 
which they have related; men he vas the 
Son of Gop; his Doane were true; his 
Apoſtles were inſpired; and his Religion! 1s 
. 3 Divine Original, and of Divine Authort- _ 
Mankind are, of courſe, bound to e- 


eli and obey it. Thoſe, who rezet it, 


reject it at their peril; ; and thoſe, who ſin- 
cerely embrace it, are ſecured, bey ond a 
hazard, in the certain future polle non of 
Its invaluable and immortal bleſſings. * 
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